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Current law prohibits use of restraints on pregnant women during childbirth or while being transported to a medical facility or the
Louisiana Correctional Institute for Women, with certain exceptions; allows suspension of sentences and probation for individuals convicted
of certain noncapital felonies; requires courts to provide weight to certain conditions in determining the suspension of sentence or
probation. Proposed law clarifies pregnancy and postpartum recovery as times during which rules on use of restraints on pregnant women
apply; requires every state and local correctional facility to offer a pregnancy test to any woman arrested and taken into custody during
the intake process; authorizes courts to consider whether the defendant is pregnant at the time of sentencing and whether participation in
a prenatal care, residential treatment, or substance use disorder treatment program would serve judicial and public safety interests; adds
considering whether a defendant is pregnant at the time of sentencing and if an alternative sentence involving community-based
supervision and participation in prenatal care, maternal health, or substance use disorder treatment program would be appropriate;
establishes sentencing considerations and conditions of probation for pregnant defendants; requires LDH to identify available pregnancy
test funding sources and to provide courts a list of publicly and privately available programs satisfying the proposed law’s requirements.

Proposed law will result in an indeterminable increase in Local Funds expenditures associated with requiring local correctional facilities to
offer pregnancy tests to all women arrested and taken into custody during the intake process at every local correctional facility. While the
Department of Public Safety and Corrections-Corrections Services already offers pregnancy tests for female inmates, local facilities do not
currently offer pregnancy tests. The exact fiscal impact to Local governing authorities is indeterminable, because it is unknown the
number of annual admissions made in local facilities for women arrested and taken into custody, or the number of those women arrested
and taken into custody who are pregnant during the intake process.  Additionally, the costs of pregnancy tests are variable in nature.

The LFO is working with Sheriffs to obtain statistical information regarding the number of women arrested and taken into custody at every
local correctional facility on an annual basis.  This information will be provided, as it becomes available.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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