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HLS 26RS-3886 ORIGINAL

2026 Regular Session
HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 175

BY REPRESENTATIVE LARVADAIN

TOPS: Requests that the Board of Regents, in consultation with Louisiana Works, study
potential changes to the Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) with
respect to the TOPS-Tech award

A RESOLUTION
To urge and request the Board of Regents, in consultation with Louisiana Works, to study
potential changes to the Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) with
respect to the TOPS-Tech award and to submit a written report of findings and
conclusions, including any recommendations for related legislation, to the House

Committee on Education not later than March 1, 2027.

WHEREAS, the state of Louisiana has made significant investments in workforce
development programs intended to increase access to postsecondary training and
industry-based credentials for students seeking employment in high-demand fields; and

WHEREAS, through the Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS), TOPS-
Tech awards offer postsecondary education opportunities for students to prepare for entering
Louisiana's workforce; and

WHEREAS, there has been discussion of the need for evaluating various aspects of
the TOPS-Tech award in terms of eligible programs, coverage of fees in addition to tuition,
and student eligibility requirements.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives of the
Legislature of Louisiana does hereby urge and request the Board of Regents, in consultation
with Louisiana Works, to study potential changes to TOPS with respect to the TOPS-Tech

award and to submit a written report of findings and conclusions, including any
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recommendations for related legislation, to the House Committee on Education not later than
March 1, 2027.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the study shall include, at a minimum, the
following:

(1) The possibility of having eligible programs for which a student may use a TOPS-
Tech award determined by Louisiana Works.

(2) The possibility of having a TOPS-Tech award cover fees in addition to tuition.

(3) The possibility of providing for alternative initial eligibility requirements for
students who are participating in certain apprenticeships or who are employed by certain
workforce providers.

(4) The possibility of tracking program completion, employment placement,
earnings outcomes, and other measures of return on investment.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the
chairman of the Board of Regents, the commissioner of higher education, and the secretary

of Louisiana Works.

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HR 175 Original 2026 Regular Session Larvadain

Requests that the Bd. of Regents, in consultation with La. Works, study potential changes
to the Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) with respect to the TOPS-Tech
award and submit a written report of findings and conclusions, including any
recommendations for related legislation, to the House Committee on Education not later than
March 1, 2027.
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