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Proposed law may result in an indeterminable increase in SGF expenditures in the Department of Public Safety & Corrections
- Corrections Services (DPS&C-CS), to the extent that any new convictions for criminal offenses added to the Louisiana
Racketeering Act as “racketeering activity” result in longer sentences currently imposed on those convicted for each of the
individual offenses. Proposed law has the effect of adding an enhanced penalty of imprisonment for each of the crimes added
to the Louisiana Racketeering Act to no more than 50 years, at hard labor, in addition to any sentence of imprisonment for
conviction for any of the individual offenses. The exact fiscal impact of the passage of this legislation is indeterminable,
because it is not known how many offenders will be convicted and subject to a sentence of imprisonment, nor the length of
sentences assessed for those convictions as a result of its potential enactment.

For illustrative purposes, SGF expenditures will increase by $107.60 per offender per day to the extent that an offender is
convicted, sentenced, and then subsequently housed in a state facility or $29.39 per offender per day for an offender housed
in a local facility. Corrections Services reports that impacts on offender populations are anticipated to affect the number of
offenders held in local facilities. Corrections Services reports that in managing its offender population, it seeks to fill all beds
in state facilities first, then assigns overflow offenders to local facilities.

For informational purposes, the DPS&C-CS reports that for the past six years, an average of 17 offenders have been
admitted into the custody of Corrections, with an average sentence length of 9 years for violations of the Louisiana
Racketeering Act. For the past five years, none of the offenses to be included as “racketeering activity” under the proposed
law (gambling, gambling in public, gambling by computer, gambling or wagering at cockfights, gambling by electronic
sweepstakes device, unlawful wagering, or bribery of sports) have resulted in any convictions.

Current law provides a list of crimes that constitute racketeering; assesses a fine of no more than $1 million, or
imprisonment at hard labor for no more than 50 years, or both, for those in violation; requires an offender to serve at least
five years of a sentence without probation, parole, or suspension of sentence, when the amount of the racketeering violation
exceeds $10,000; requires an offender to pay a fine that does not exceed three times the gross value gained or three times
the gross loss caused, whichever is greater, plus court costs and costs of investigation and prosecution reasonably incurred,
in lieu of a fine otherwise authorized by law. Proposed law adds gambling, gambling in public, gambling by computer,
gambling or wagering at cockfights, gambling by electronic sweepstakes device, unlawful wagering, and bribery of sports
participants as predicate offenses to racketeering under the Louisiana Racketeering Act.

Proposed law may result in an indeterminable increase in local revenues as a result of convictions related to violations of the
Louisiana Racketeering Act. The exact fiscal impact of the passage of this legislation on local revenue is indeterminable
because the fines that would be imposed on those convicted are optional, and the amount of the fines, if imposed, may vary.
The potential revenue will accrue to the local governing authority.
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