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Provides relative to the examination and medical care of victims of domestic violence, including strangulation

Proposed law modifies present law by adding victims of domestic violence, including strangulation to the definition of the term “forensic medical
examination” and provides for additional assessments within a forensic medical examination relative to patient interviews, collection and evaluation of
evidence, testing, and medication. Proposed law provides a definition for the term “domestic violence”. Proposed law modifies present law to include
survivors of domestic violence, including strangulation. Proposed law modifies present law to provide for additional assessments within the examination and
treatment relative to patient interviews, collection and evaluation of evidence, testing, and medication. Proposed law modifies present law by prohibiting the
direct billing of a survivor of domestic violence, including strangulation. Proposed law further defines what is considered medical treatment and what is
exempt from forensic costs or billing. Proposed law modifies present law by adding that expenses associated with the healthcare services of victims of
domestic violence, including strangulation are reimbursable out of the crime victims reparations fund and authorizes billing of insurance providers for a
patient’s medical expenses. Proposed law requires that within six months of the effective date of this Act, the Crime Victim’s Reparations Board establish a
statewide domestic violence forensic protocol and implement procedures for processing the reimbursement of forensic medical examinations. Proposed law
further requires the Attorney General’s office to develop and approve a standardized statewide forensic medical examination. Proposed law becomes
effective upon signature of the governor, or after the lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

EXPENDITURES 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 5 -YEAR TOTAL
State Gen. Fd. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Agy. Self-Gen. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ded./Other INCREASE INCREASE INCREASE INCREASE INCREASE

Federal Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Local Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

l/Annual Total

REVENUES 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 5 -YEAR TOTAL
State Gen. Fd. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Agy. Self-Gen. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ded./Other $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Local Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
/Annual Total $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

Proposed law is anticipated to increase expenditures within the Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement (LCLE) out of the
Statutory Dedicated Crime Victims Reparation Fund by an indeterminable amount due to expanded eligibility for
reimbursement and additional costs associated with expanded forensic medical examinations in FY 27 and subsequent fiscal
years.

Information provided by LCLE indicates the enhanced definition of a standard medical examination is expected to
significantly impact the Crime Victims Reparation Program by increasing the number of claims paid from unclaimed prize
money per La R.S. 4:176 and La R.S. 27:94, 252, 394, and 610, as more examinations will meet updated coverage criteria.
The number of additional examinations cannot be reliably projected. The extent of the impact is dependent upon the number
of eligible cases and services provided.

Proposed law provides that monies deposited by the state treasurer from the collection of specified unclaimed prize money
shall be used to pay the expenses associated with healthcare services for victims of domestic violence, including
strangulation.

Healthcare providers who perform a forensic medical examination shall be reimbursed for the following: (1) forensic
examiner and hospital or healthcare facility services directly related to the examination, including integral forensic supplies;
(2) scope procedures directly related to the forensic medical examination, including, but not limited to anoscopy and
colposcopy; (3) laboratory testing directly related to the forensic medical examination, including drug screening, urinalysis,
pregnancy screening, syphilis screening, chlamydia culture, gonorrhea coverage culture, blood test for HIV screening,
Hepatitis B and C, herpes culture, and any other sexually transmitted disease testing directly related to the forensic medical
examination; (4) any medication provided during the forensic medical examination.

Note: The LFO has requested information from the Attorney General’s Office regarding any fiscal impact associated with an
amendment adopted in the House Committee on Administration of Criminal Justice requiring the development and approval
of a standardized statewide forensic medical examination. Upon receipt of additional information, this fiscal note may be
revised.

REVENUE EXPLANATION

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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