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To the extent the Legislature appropriate funds, proposed law may significantly increase expenditures and positions in the Department of
Children and Family Services (DCFS). There is no anticipated material impact on the Office of the Attorney General, the State Child
Ombudsman (LA Legislative Auditor), law enforcement agencies, district courts, or district attorneys. Implementation of proposed law
shall be subject to the appropriation of funds by the legislature for this purpose.

Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) - Proposed law requires DCFS to do the following, subject to appropriation:
(1) designate a Chief Medical Director to oversee all matters regarding child fatalities and near fatalities; (2) increase notification, by the
Chief Medical Director, to the State Child Ombudsman of all child fatalities or near fatalities within three business days, and notifications
must include certain information; (3) allow the State Child Ombudsman unrestricted remote access to the department’s child welfare case
management systems including certain reports and assessments; (4) management of a public website for substantiated cases of child
fatalities or near fatalities by the Chief Medical Director, and to release a public summary report with certain information within 120 days;
(5) create new law enforcement liaison positions for each region; (6) require DCFS to notify reporter of alleged abuse/neglect to the
specific law enforcement agency where the report was referred; (7) disallow the department from closing cases prior to the review of the
case by the multidisciplinary critical incident review team; and (8) require the department to “immediately” investigate all reports deemed
a high level of risk.

DCFS reports that the proposed law will increase expenditures by $1,572,354 ($1,100,648 SGF and $471,706 Federal) and 12 T.O.
positions beginning in FY 27, with a 4% increase for market rate adjustments and related benefits for positions in future fiscal years.
DCFS estimates the need for 12 T.O. positions with salaries and related benefits ($1,206,246). Other recurring costs include operating
expenses ($6,000) and other charges ($14,400), as well as one-time expenditures in FY 27 for 12 new vehicles for new staff ($345,708 =
$28,809 x 12). In subsequent fiscal years, the fiscal note presumes a 4% increase in salaries and related benefits for market rate
adjustments as the positions will be classified. See the expenditure table on Page 2.

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION Continued on Page 2

Proposed law requires the state child ombudsman to notify, without identifying information, senators/representatives when a child in their
district is the subject of an alleged child abuse/neglect investigation; expands notifications, with specific information, that DCFS must
report to the state child ombudsman – upon receiving information and after the conclusion of the investigation; and authorizes the
ombudsman to have unrestricted remote access to view records on DCFS’s child welfare computer networks/systems. Proposed law adds
testimony, with identifying information and explicit details related to physical or sexual abuse of children, in executive session. Proposed
law requires DCFS to establish law enforcement liaison positions in each region; designate a chief medical director to manage a public
website. Proposed law creates a critical incident review team, with specific members, to review cases of child fatalities/near fatalities.
Proposed law requires a forensic interview by a child advocacy center (CAC) within 72 hours, and CAC to notify the multidisciplinary
investigative team within 24 hours. Proposed law requires all mandatory reporters to complete annual training provided by DCFS.
Implementation of proposed law is contingent upon appropriation by the legislature.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Also, DCFS estimates an indeterminable increase for IT system enhancements by the Office of Technology Services (OTS) as follows: (1)
develop a new page on its website to publish data on substantiated cases of child fatalities and near fatalities; (2) unrestricted remote
view access by the State Child Ombudsman; (3) provide information and track outcomes by the multidisciplinary critical incident review
team; (4) prevent case closures prior to view by the team; and (5) generate notices and produce a print file for notifications to reporters
on law enforcement referrals.

Department of Children and Family Services

Expenditures
 Position Title (Number) FY 26-27 FY 27-28 FY 28-29 FY 29-30 FY 30-31 Total
 Deputy Medical Director (1) $199,375 $226,200 $235,248 $244,658 $254,444 $1,159,925
 Business Analytics Specialist (1) $123,842 $140,504 $146,124 $151,969 $158,048 $720,487
 Investigative Specialist 3 (9) $783,585 $889,013 $924,573 $961,556 $1,000,018 $4,558,746
 Investigative Specialist Supervisor (1) $99,445 $112,824 $117,337 $122,031 $126,912 $578,549
Personal Services Sub-Total $1,206,246 $1,368,541 $1,423,283 $1,480,214 $1,539,423 $7,017,707
Operating Expenses $6,000 $6,000 $6,000 $6,000 $6,000 $30,000
Other Charges $14,400 $14,400 $14,400 $14,400 $14,400 $72,000
Acquisitions (12 Vehicles) $345,708 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,613,304
Total $1,572,354 $1,388,941 $1,443,683 $1,500,614 $1,559,823 $7,465,415
T.O. Positions 12 12 12 12 12 12

Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS)
Expenditure Summary of Proposed Law

Expenditures T.O.
Expands Notifications by DCFS to State Child Ombudsman (3 Business Days) and
Designate the Chief Medical Director - Notifications to Ombudsman/Public Website
         Deputy Medical Director (1) $217,500   1
         Business Analytics Specialist (1) $135,100   1
Establishes Law Enforcement Liaison Positions in Each Region
         Investigative Specialist 3 (9) $854,820   9
         Investigative Specialist Supervisor (1) $108,485   1
Operating Expenses ($500 per employee) $6,000   0
Other Charges ($1,200 per employee) $14,400 0
New Vehicles for New Child Welfare Staff (12 vehicles @ $28,809) $345,708   0
                                                                                                                                      Total $1,572,354   12
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