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Proposed law provides for the expansion and enhancement of Louisiana’s healthy food financing program to improve access
to affordable fresh food in underserved communities and food deserts. Current law provides that the Louisiana Department
of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) shall administer a financing program that provides grants and loans to healthy food
retailers to increase access to fresh fruits, vegetables, and other affordable healthy food in underserved communities.
Proposed law provides that LDAF shall prioritize projects that are located in verified food deserts. To identify these verified
food deserts, the LSU AgCenter shall provide data, research, and technical information relative to the identification and
geographic distribution of food deserts across the state.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.

LSU AgCenter
Proposed law provides that the LSU AgCenter shall provide data, research, and technical information relative to the
identification and geographic distribution of food deserts across the state. The LSU AgCenter reports that they will be able to
collaborate and provide the required data using existing staff and resources.

LDAF
Proposed law provides that the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) shall prioritize its Healthy Food
Retail financing program on projects located in verified food deserts. LDAF reports that to prioritize these locations, it will not
require any additional expenditures.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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