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Current law provides for the Office of the State Public Defender (OSPD); requires the public defender board to be appointed by the
governor, subject to approval by a majority of the Louisiana Public Defender Oversight Board (LPDOB) and Senate Confirmation, for a
term of two years; provides for the setting of compensation for each district defender, the continuation of the salaries and benefits in place
on 1/01/07 for each chief defender, as well as a prohibition on salary decreases; requires all appointments by a district defender to deliver
public defender services in each district on a successive, rotational basis by case-type certification; provides for dispositions of fines and
forfeitures; requires the prosecuting attorney to pay 25% of funds collected to the Indigent Defenders Program of the court where
judgment was rendered. Proposed law changes reference of the “Louisiana Public Defender Board” and “indigent defender program” to
“Office of the State Public Defender” and “district public defender”; removes the condition that the state public defender’s appointment be
subject to approval by a majority of the LPDOB; repeals current law and provides that a district defender who contracts with the OSPD for
delivery of legal services is an independent contractor and not an office employee; requires deviation from the board’s list to be permitted
only to comply with current law and in exceptional circumstances upon approval of the office on the district defender’s recommendation.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. The proposed law updates
outdated language throughout the current law and clarifies the nature of services provided between district public defender offices and
district defenders.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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