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SLS051ES-370 ORIGINAL

First Extraordinary Session, 2005
SENATEBILL NO. 94

BY SENATOR N. GAUTREAUX

CONSUMERS/PROTECTION. Provides protectionsfrom utility paymentsfor consumers
whose property is damaged in an area declared a state of emergency or disaster. (gov siQ)

AN ACT

Toenact R.S. 51:1425, relative to consumer protection; to providefor unfair trade practices
and consumer protection; to provide relief for consumers following adeclared state
of emergency or disaster; to providefor utility charges following a declared state of
emergency or disaster; to providefor calcul ation of chargesunder certain conditions;
to provide for penalties; provides for retroactive application; and to provide for
related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 51:1425 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

81425. Consumer protection; declared state of emergency or disaster; utility

charges

A. Itisunlawful for any person furnishing gasor water to consumers,

to be paid by meter measur e, to bill mor e than the aver age of the consumer's

pr evious thr ee months char ges when:

(1) Theconsumer'sgasor water servicesarelocated in an areain which

the governor has declared a state of emergency or disaster in accordance with

thelL ouisanaHomeland Security and Emer gency Assistanceand Disaster Act,
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R.S. 29:721, et seq.

(2) Theconsumer'sgasor water serviceswereallowed to run unabated

dueto damage caused asar esult of thedeclared state of emergency or disaster.

(3) The consumer shall provide written or verbal notification to the

utility within fourteen daysfollowing inspection of the premisesand discovery

of the damage which caused either the gas or water service to run unabated.

The person providing the gas or water service shall presumed to be notified of

the damageto the consumer's premisesif the consumer's gas or water char ges

arein excess of two timesthe aver agebilled ratefollowing the declar ed state of

emergency or disaster.

B. Theprovisions of this Section shall only apply to the consumer's gas

or_water bill for the month immediately following the declared state of

emergency or disaster which caused the damage to the consumer's premises.

C. Any violation of this Section shall be a deceptive and unfair trade

practice and shall subject the violator to any and all penalties provided for in

this Chapter.

Section 2. Theprovisionsof thisAct shall be given retroactive application to August
29, 2005.

Section 3. ThisAct shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not
signed by the governor, upon expiration of thetimefor billsto becomelaw without signature
by the governor, as provided by Article I 11, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If
vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by thelegislature, this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legidative instrument, were prepared by Jeffery T. Oglesbee.

DIGEST

Proposed law prohibits any person furnishing either gas or water services, to be billed by
meter measure, to bill a consumer more than the average of the consumer’s previous three
months charges when:

1. The consumer's gas or water services are located in an areain which the governor
has declared a state of emergency or disaster in accordance with the Louisiana

Page 2 of 3
Coding: Words which are strauek-throtgh are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and under scored are additions.




SLS051ES-370 ORIGINAL
SB NO. 94

Homeland Security and Emergency Assistance and Disaster Act, R.S. 29:721, et seq.

2. The consumer's gas or water services were allowed to run unabated due to damage
caused as aresult of the declared state of emergency or disaster.

3. The consumer must provide either written or verbal notification to the utility within
fourteen days following inspection of the premises and discovery of the damage
which caused either the gas or water serviceto run unabated. The person providing
the gasor water servicewill presumed to be notified of the damageto the consumer's
premises if the consumer's gas or water charges are in excess of two times the
average billed rate following the declared state of emergency or disaster.

Proposed law will only apply to the consumer's gas or water bill for the month immediately
following the declared state of emergency or disaster which caused the damage to the
consumer's premises.

Proposed law provides that any violation will be a deceptive and unfair trade practice and
will subject theviolator to any and all penalties provided for by the unfair trade practicesand
consumer protection law.

Proposed law will be applied retroactively to August 29, 2005.

Effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(Adds R.S. 51:1425)
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