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SLS051ES-51 ENGROSSED

First Extraordinary Session, 2005
SENATE BILL NO. 6

BY SENATOR JONES

VOTERS/VOTING. Authorizes aperson who has registered by mail, not voted since, and
been displaced by a gubernatorially declared emergency to vote absentee by mail and
providesfor aparish board of el ection supervisorsto usecommissionersfrom another parish.

(gov sig)

AN ACT
To enact R.S. 18:115(F)(2)(d) and 425(A)(4), relative to the conduct of elections during or
following a gubernatorially declared state of emergency; to provide relative to the
registration of voters; to provide for the authority of a voter who has registered by
mail who has not previously voted in the parish in which he is registered during
certain emergencies; to require an affidavit attesting to the voter's digibility; to
provide for the effectiveness of such provisions; to provide relative to a parishwide
shortage of commissioners due to an emergency; to authorize commissioners from
other parishesto serveintheaffected parish; to providerel ativeto selection, training,
and certain expenses of such commissioners; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 18:115(F)(2)(d) and 425(A)(4) are hereby enacted to read asfollows:

8115. Registration by mail

F * * *

(2) The provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection shall not apply in the

case of the following:
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(d)(i) The Legidature of Louisiana recognizes that due to a recent

common disaster and stateof emergency in our state, an unpr ecedented number

of per sonshavebeen temporarily displaced from their parishesof residencefor

an indefinite period of time. Becausetheright to voteisaright that isessential

totheeffective oper ation of ademocr atic gover nment, thelegislatur efindsthat

the state has a compélling interest in securing theright to vote for any per son

temporarily displaced by adisaster or emer gency who may experience greater

difficulty exercising his right due to his displaced status. The legislature,

therefore, enacts this Subparagraph, which shall apply to any person

temporarily displaced from his parish of residence by a qubernatorially

declared state of emergency, whoregister ed to voteon or befor e September 24,

2005, when hesubmitswith theapplication to voteby mail an affidavit attesting

that heistemporarily displaced from his parish of residence, that heiseligible

to votein hisparish of residence, and that he expectsto be out of his parish of

registration during early voting and on election day. The provisions of this

Subpar agraph shall be effectivefor aperiod of oneyear following the effective

date of thisltem.

(ii) Upon expiration of I1tem (i) of this Subpar agraph, any voter who has

voted absentee by mail pursuant to this Subparagraph who has not voted

during early voting or_at the polls on election day shall not be considered to

have previously voted in the parish in which heisregistered for purposes of

Par agr aph (1) of thisSubsection and shall besubject tother eguirementsof that

Paragraph.
* * *
8425. Commissioners
A.
* * *

(4)(a) For an dection held within one year following the date of the
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issuance of any gubernatorial proclamation declaring a state of emergency, if

a parish board of election supervisors determines that there is a parishwide

shortage of commissioner shecauseasignificant number of commissioner shave

been temporarily displaced due to such emergency, the board may submit a

written request tothesecr etary of state, on or beforethetwenty-third day prior

to an eection, for additional commissioner s from other parishes. Thewritten

reguest shall includethenumber of additional commissioner sreguested and an

explanation of the need for additional commissioners. |If the secretary of state

determines that there is a need for additional commissioners and that the

allocation of additional commissionersis feasible, the secretary of state shall

approvetherequest and notify the parish board of €lection supervisors of the

affected parish. The board of the affected parish shall request the parish

boar ds of election supervisor sto submit lists of available commissionersby the

fifteenth day prior totheelection. Theboard of the affected parish shall select

commissioners to serve in the affected parish from such lists based on

availability, proximity and, to the extent possible, the requirements for

representation based on recognized political party affiliation asprovided for in

R.S. 18:434(B)(7). Theclerk of court of theaffected parish shall ensurethat the

selected commissioner shaver eceived adeqguatetraining on thevoting machines

that are used in the affected parish and on any procedures necessary for the

conduct of the dection. The selected commissioners, upon approval of the

secretary of state, shall be entitled to appropriate reimbursement for travel

expenses.

(b) Thesame authority and procedur e provided in Subpar agraph (a) of

this Paragraph shall apply to absentee commissioners under the same

cir cumstances.

Section 2. ThisAct shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not

signed by the governor, upon expiration of thetimefor billsto becomelaw without signature
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by the governor, as provided by Article I11, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If
vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legidlature, this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

The original instrument was prepared by Tabithalrvin-Gray. The following
digest, which does not constitute a part of the legidative instrument, was
prepared by Diane M. Burkhart.

DIGEST
Jones (SB 6)

Present law provides that any registered voter who has registered by mail and has not
previously voted in the parish in which he is registered shall vote: (a) during early voting
in the office of the registrar of voters, or (b) in person at the precinct in which he is
registered to vote. Present law specifies exceptions.

Proposed law adds to such exceptions a voter who istemporarily displaced from his parish
of residence by a gubernatorially declared disaster or emergency who registered to vote on
or before Sept. 24, 2005, provided he submits with the application to vote by mail an
affidavit attesting that he is temporarily displaced from his parish of residence, and that he
expects to be out of his parish of registration during early voting and on election day.
Provides that the authority for a person voting for the first time after registering by mail to
vote by absentee by mail is effective for a period of one year from the effective date of the
Act.

Provides that upon expiration of the authority, any voter who has voted absentee by mail
who has not voted during early voting or at the polls on election day shall not be considered
to have previously voted in the parish in which he is registered.

Proposed law authorizes a parish board of election supervisors to request and the secretary
of state to authorize the use of commissioners and absentee commissioners from another
parish for an election held within one year following the date of the issuance of any
gubernatorial proclamation declaring a state of emergency because a significant number of
commissioners have been temporarily displaced dueto theemergency. Providesaprocedure
from making the request, validating the need, and providing the commissioners.

Effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.
(AddsR.S. 18:115(F)(2)(d) and 425(A)(4))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by Senate

Committee  Amendments Proposed by Senate  Committee on Senate and
Governmental Affairsto the original hill.

1. Limitsthe authorization to vote absentee by mail thefirst timeaperson votes
after registering by mail to persons temporarily displaced by a
gubernatorially declared emergency or disaster from their parish of residence
who registered to vote on or before Sept. 24, 2005.

2. Requires such a person to submit with his application to vote by mail an
affidavit attesting that he is temporarily displaced from his parish of
residence, that he is eligible to vote in his parish of residence and that he
expects to be out of his parish of registration during early voting and on
election day.
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3. Sunsets the authority one year after the effective date of this Act.

4, Requiresthat aperson who votes absentee by mail when voting thefirst time
after registering to vote by mail under this authorization to appear in person
during early voting or at the polls on election day on the first occasion of
voting after the authority of this Act expires.

5. Authorizesaparish board of election supervisorsto request and the secretary
of state to authorize the use of commissioners and absentee commissioners
from another parish for an election held within one year following the date
of the issuance of any gubernatorial proclamation declaring a state of
emergency because a significant number of commissioners have been
temporarily displaced due to the emergency.

6. Providesfor effectiveness upon signature of the governor or lapse of timefor
gubernatorial action.
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