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Purpose of Bill: Authorizes parishes (excluding, Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, and St. Bernard) to prorate the ad 
valorem taxes due for 2005 on property that is destroyed, uninhabitable, or non-operational due to a disaster or emergency
declared by the governor, upon request of the property owner.  To do this, requires the adoption of a resolution requesting 
proration by a majority of elected taxing authorities.  Also, requires the taxing authorities to provide timely notice of the 
resolution to the Louisiana Tax Commission.  If the tax commission does not receive timely notice, requires assessors to 
assess such damaged property at fair market value, excluding those parishes for which the assessment rolls were already 
certified, or were partially or conditionally certified, by the tax commission.  Requires the assessments to be reflected on the
general assessment rolls, on supplemental rolls, or in change orders and amended grand recaps.  Provides that the 
assessments are not considered reassessments, and do not result in adjustments to ad valorem tax millages.  (Continued on
p. 2.)

This bill could increase local government expenditures by an indeterminate amount.

For those parishes in which property taxes will be prorated, assessors’ expenditures could increase because additional 
personnel would be needed to verify the number of months the properties were uninhabitable, according to one assessor.

For those parishes in which assessments must be made, assessors’ expenditures could increase due to the preparation of 
assessments, supplemental rolls, change orders, and amended grand recaps.  Also, the number of appeals by taxpayers 
could increase, which may result in an increase in expenditures for local review boards, and possibly the court system.

For all other parishes, there should be no fiscal impact.

This bill could decrease local government revenues by an indeterminate amount.

For those parishes in which property taxes will be prorated, only a portion of the taxes due would be collected, causing a 
decrease in tax revenues.

For all those parishes in which assessments must be made, the bill does not provide for an adjustment to the ad valorem tax
millages.  If the assessment results in an overall decrease in property values for a parish or district, tax revenues in that 
parish or district will decrease.  The amount of this decrease cannot be calculated at this time.

For all other parishes, there should be no fiscal impact.

The bill also extends the deadline for the completion and filing of 2005 tax rolls (2006 in Orleans Parish) and the payment of
such taxes.  These extensions have no fiscal impact.
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Changes assessment procedures for property damaged or destroyed by disaster or emergency declared by the governor 
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Extends the deadline for completing and filing tax rolls for 2005 (for 2006 in Orleans Parish) to March 31, 2006 and June 30,
2006 for St. Bernard.  Extends the deadline for payment of those taxes to no later than 45 days after the certification and 
approval of the tax rolls by the Louisiana Tax Commission or December 31, 2005, whichever is later.
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