Crane (HB 19) Act No. 19

Existing law (R.S. 17:24.10) provides for early childhood development and enrichment
activity classes (LA 4 classes) for four-year-old childrenin public school systemsand charter
schoolsthat apply for funding and use such funding solely to provide such classes. Requires
the state Dept. of Education to allocate funding for such classes to participating school
systems and charter schools out of funds appropriated for such purpose.

Providesthat LA 4 classes shall be made availableto every eligible child who meets certain
specified requirements. Provides that such classes shall be provided at no cost, except
applicable lunch cost, for any eligible child who is eligible to receive free or reduced price
meals. Further providesthat any other eligible child may be charged tuition for such classes
and providesrelativeto the amounts of such tuition. Allowsfor such tuition to be scaled and
imposed according to astudent's family incomein compliance with rules of the State Board
of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE).

Provides for partial participationin LA 4 classesby certain school systemsand requirements
relative to such participation. Provides for renewal procedures for participating school
systems, including those participating on a partial basis.

Providesrelativeto program funding and allocation of funds. Providescertain requirements
for each participating school system. Providesrequirementsfor the state Dept. of Education
asit relatesto theadministration of LA 4 classes and requires BESE to adopt rules necessary
for such administration (which must include minimum salary amountsfor lead teachersand
all other employees who have direct contact with students).

New law retains existing law.

Existing law (R.S. 17:24.10(C)(4)) requires certain components to be included in each LA
4 class, including a full-day program of not less than 10 hours per day, classroom and
instructional supplies, appropriate space and facilities, appropriate meals and snacks, and
transportation for students. Additionally requiresthat each LA 4 classinclude alead teacher
in each classroom and a student to |ead teacher ratio of no more than 20 to one and a student
to adult staff member ratio of no more than 10 to one.

New law retains existing law except providesthat, effective for the 2005-2006 school year,
existing law requirementsrelativeto classratios shall not be applicableto any public school
system or charter school that provides L A 4 classes pursuant to existing law if both of the

following apply:

Q) The school system or charter school enrolled any students during the 2005-2006
school year who were displaced from school in such year due to school closures as
aresult of natural catastrophe or disaster.

2 Theschool system or charter school cannot meet therequirementsof existinglaw due
to the enrollment of students as specified in (1) above as certified by the state
superintendent of education and approved by BESE.

New law authorizes BESE to adopt rules effective for the 2005-2006 school year relativeto
the ratios required for LA 4 classes.

Effective upon signature of governor (November 29, 2005).

(Amends R.S. 17:24.10(C)(4))



