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SLS 08RS-728 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2008
SENATE BILL NO. 312

BY SENATORS MOUNT AND CHEEK

PUBLIC HEALTH. Providesfor requirements for water fluoridation. (gov sig)

AN ACT
Toamend and reenact R.S. 40:5.11(B), relativeto thewater fluoridation program; to provide
for funding; to provide for reporting; to provide for exemptions; and to provide for
related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 40:5.11(B) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

85.11. Water fluoridation program; Fluoridation Advisory Board

B.(1)

water system that has at least five thousand service connections te—provitde

Each public

and natural levels of fluoride

that arelessthan theminimum established in therulesand requlationsadopted

pur suant tothisSection shall acquir e, install, oper ateand maintain appropriate

equipment and material in order to maintain thelevel of fluoridein its water

system in the optimum rangefor the purpose of protecting the dental health of

citizens of this state, as established in the rules and regulations adopted

pur suant to this Section.
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SB NO. 312

(2) Each public water system with at least five thousand service

connectionsthat hasfluoridelevelslower than the minimum established in the

rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this Section shall provide to the

department no later than March 1, 2009, an estimate of the total capital costs

toacquireand install fluoridation tr eatment eguipment capableof maintaining

fluoride levels within the optimum range for the purpose of protecting the

dental health of citizens of thisstate, asestablished in therulesand regulations

adopted pursuant to this Section.

(3) No public water system shall berequired to comply with Paragraph

B(1) of this Subsection unless sufficient funds have been identified by the state,

whether by appropriation, capital outlay, grantsor similar, asavailableto that

system for the cost of acquiring and installing fluoridation equipment and the

cost of material required tofluoridatesaid system for up tosix monthsfromthe

date of initial installation.

(4) A public water system that has never used fluoridation to adjust

fluoridelevelsin its water and whose water contains fluoride in amounts less

than theminimum established in therulesand r equlationsadopted pur suant to

this Section as optimal for the purpose of protecting the dental health of the

citizenry shall be exempt from compliance with Paragraph B(1) of this

Subsection provided all of the following apply:

(a) A petition requestingtheexemption hasbeen signed by at least thirty

percent of the registered voters in all municipalities served by said water

system, as certified by the parish reqgistrar of voters, and has been presented to

the governing body of each municipality in whose jurisdiction the system

provides service.

(b) Each municipal gover nment in whose jurisdiction the water system

provides service, after receiving the petition and certification from the parish

registrar of voters, has called for alocal e ection on the exemption.

(c) Each local election pertaining to the exemption of said water system
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has been held in accordance with state and local law, and the certified results

of each election show that a majority of theregistered voter swho cast avotein

said election approve exemption.

(d) No election on thesamequestion in the samemunicipality took place

in thefour yearsimmediately prior to the eection in which the exemption was

approved. * * *

Section 2. ThisAct shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not
signed by the governor, upon expiration of thetimefor billsto becomelaw without signature
by the governor, as provided by Article I 11, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If
vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legidlature, this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legidative instrument, were prepared by Greg Waddell.

DIGEST

Present law provides that the intent of the water fluoridation program shall be to encourage
each public water system with at least 5000 service connections to provide fluoridation of
its water supply by January 1, 2000.

Proposed law provides that each public water system that has at |east five thousand service
connections and natural levels of fluoride that are less than the minimum established in the
rules and regulations adopted pursuant to present law shall acquire, install, operate and
maintain appropriate equipment and material in order to maintain the level of fluorideinits
water system in the optimum range for the purpose of protecting the dental health of citizens
of this state, as established in the rules and regulations adopted pursuant to present law.

Proposed law providesthat such public water system shall provideto the department no | ater
than March 1, 2009, an estimate of the total capital coststo acquire and install fluoridation
treatment equipment capable of maintaining fluoride levels within the optimum range for
the purpose of protecting the dental health of citizens of this state, as established intherules
and regulations adopted pursuant to present law.

Proposed law provides that no public water system shall be required to comply with
proposed law unless sufficient funds have been identified by the state, whether by
appropriation, capital outlay, grants or similar, as available to that system for the cost of
acquiring and installing fluoridation equi pment and the cost of material requiredtofluoridate
said system for up to 6 months from the date of initial installation.

Proposed law further providesthat apublic water system that has never used fluoridation to
adjust fluoridelevelsinitswater and whose water contains fluoride in amountslessthan the
minimum established in the rules and regul ations adopted pursuant to present law asoptimal
for the purpose of protecting the dental heath of the citizenry shall be exempt from
compliance with proposed law provided al of the following apply:
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A petition requesting the exemption has been signed by at least thirty percent of the
registered votersin all municipalities served by said water system, as certified by the
parish registrar of voters, and has been presented to the governing body of each
municipality in whose jurisdiction the system provides service.

Each municipal government in whosejurisdictionthewater system provides service,
after receiving the petition and certification from the parish registrar of voters, has
called for alocal el ection on the exemption.

Each local election pertaining to the exemption of said water system has been held
in accordance with state and local law, and the certified results of each el ection show
that a majority of the registered voters who cast a vote in said election approve
exemption.

No election on the same question in the same municipality took place in the four
years immediately prior to the election in which the exemption was approved.

Effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(Amends R.S. 40:5.11(B))
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