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SLS 08RS-886 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2008
SENATE BILL NO. 561

BY SENATOR NEVERS

TEACHERS. Providesfor the Louisiana Academic Freedom Act. (gov. sig.)

AN ACT

Toenact R.S. 17:2118, relative to public e ementary and secondary schools; to provide that
no public elementary or secondary school governing authority, superintendent,
administrator, or principal shall prohibit any teacher from discussing certain
scientific evidence; to prohibit certain content-based censorship; to provide for
notice of such to local school systems and employees; and to provide for related
matters.

Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana

Section 1. R.S. 17:2118 is hereby enacted to read as follow:

2118. Discussion of certain scientific evidence, prohibitions; limitations;

dissemination to local school systems

A. ThelLouisiana L egisaturefinds and declares all of thefollowing:

(1) The Preamble of the Louisiana Constitution declares that the

promotion of education isone of the legitimate ends of gover nment.

(2) That the L ouisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education

has promulgated the " L ouisiana Science Framework" which states that " the

process of scientificinquiry involves'thinking critically and logically about the
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relationships between evidence and explanations, constructing and analyzing

alter native explanations, and communicating scientific ar guments.

(3) That animportant purposeof scienceeducation istoinform students

about scientific evidence and to help students develop critical thinking skills

that they need in order to become intelligent, productive, and scientifically

infor med citizens.

(4) That the teaching of some scientific subjects, such as biological

evolution, thechemical originsof life, global war ming, and human cloning, can

cause controver sy, and that some teacher s may be unsur e of the expectations

concer ning how they should present information on such subj ects.

(5) That this Act shall beknown asthe" L ouisiana Academic Freedom

Act.”

B. The Louisiana Department of Education, public e ementary and

secondary school governing authorities, superintendents of schools, school

system administrator s, and public elementary and secondary school principals

and administrators shall endeavor to create an environment within public

elementary and secondary schoolsthat encour agesstudentsto explor escientific

questions, learn about scientific evidence, to help students develop critical

thinking skills, and respond appropriately and respectfully to differences of

opinion about controversial issues. Such educational authoritiesin Louisiana

shall also endeavor to assist teachersto find mor e effective waysto present the

sciencecur riculumwher eit addr essesscientific controver sies. Toward thisend,

teachersshall be per mitted to help students under stand, analyze, critique, and

review in an objectivemanner thescientific str engthsand scientific weak nesses

of existing scientific theories pertinent to the cour se being taught.

C. Neither the Louisiana Department of Education, nor _any public

elementary or secondary school gover ningauthority, superintendent of schools,

or school system administrator, nor any public elementary or secondary school

principal or administrator shall prohibit any teacher in a public school system
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of thisstatefrom helping studentsunder stand, analyze, critigue, and review in

an obj ectivemanner thescientific str engthsand scientificweak nessesof existing

scientific theories pertinent to the cour se or cour ses being taught. Such topics

may include those topicslisted in Paragraph A(4) of this Section.

D. Neither the Louisiana Department of Education, nor_any public

elementary or secondary school gover ningauthority, superintendent of schools,

or school system administrator, nor any public elementary or secondary school

principal or administrator or teacher, in the cour se and scope of hisdutiesin

such capacity, shall censor or suppressin any way any writing, document,

record, or other content of any material which references topics listed in

Paragraph A(4) of this Section.

E. ThisSection only protectstheteaching of scientificinfor mation, and

this section shall not be construed to promote any religious doctrine, promote

discrimination for or against a particular set of religious beliefs, or promote

discrimination for or against religion or non-religion.

F. By no later than the start of the 2008-2009 school term, the state

superintendent of elementary and secondary education shall notify all public

school system superintendents of the provisions of this Section. Each

superintendent shall then disseminateto all employeeswithin hisschool system

a copy of the provisions of this Section.

Section 2. ThisAct shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not
signed by the governor, upon expiration of thetimefor billsto becomelaw without signature
by the governor, as provided by Article I 11, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If
vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legidature, this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legidlative instrument, were prepared by Carla S. Roberts.

DIGEST
Proposed law creates the Louisiana Academic Freedom Act.
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Proposed law specifies legidative findings as follows:

Q) The Preambl e of the L ouisiana Constitution declaresthat the promotion of education
isone of the legitimate ends of government.

2 That the Louisiana Board of Elementary and Secondary Education has promulgated
the "Louisiana Science Framework™ which states that "the process of scientific
inquiry involves 'thinking critically and logically about the relationships between
evidence and explanations, constructing and analyzing alternative explanations, and
communicating scientific arguments.™

3 That an important purpose of science education isto inform students about scientific
evidence and to help students devel op critical thinking skillsthat they need in order
to become intelligent, productive, and scientifically informed citizens.

4) That the teaching of some scientific subjects, such as biological evolution, the
chemical originsof life, global warming, and human cloning, can cause controversy,
and that some teachers may be unsure of the expectations concerning how they
should present information on such subjects.

Proposed law provides that the L ouisiana Department of Education, public elementary and
secondary school governing authorities, superintendents of schools, school system
administrators, and public elementary and secondary school principals and administrators
shall endeavor to create an environment within public elementary and secondary school sthat
encourages students to explore scientific questions, learn about scientific evidence, to help
students develop critical thinking skills, and respond appropriately and respectfully to
differences of opinion about controversial issues.

Proposed law providesthat the L ouisiana Department of Education, nor any school official
shall not prohibit any teacher in a public school system from helping students understand,
analyze, critique, and review, in an obj ectivemanner, the scientific strengthsand weaknesses
of existing scientific theories pertinent to the course or courses being taught. Such topics
may include biological evolution, the chemical origins of life, global warming, and human
cloning.

Proposed law prohibits the Louisiana Department of Education or any school official from
prohibiting, censoring or suppressing writing, document, record, or other content of any
material about biological evolution, thechemical originsof life, global warming, and human
cloning.

Proposed law provides that the legislation only protects the teaching of scientific
information, and this section shall not be construed to promote any religious doctrine,
promote discrimination for or against a particular set of religious beliefs, or promote
discrimination for or against religion or non-religion.

Proposed law provides that, no later than the start of the 2008-2009 school term, the state
superintendent of elementary and secondary education shall notify all public school system
superintendentsof the provisionsof this Section. Each superintendent shall then disseminate
to all employees within his school system a copy of the provisions of this Section.

Effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(AddsR.S. 17:2118)
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