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ENROLLED

Regular Session, 2008

HOUSE BILL NO. 377

BY REPRESENTATIVESLEGER, ABRAMSON, ARNOLD, AUSTIN BADON, BOBBY
BADON, BARROW, BILLIOT, HENRY BURNS, CHANDLER, CROMER,
EDWARDS, ELLINGTON, GISCLAIR, GREENE, HARDY, HAZEL,
HENDERSON, HENRY, HINES, HONEY, HOWARD, GIROD JACKSON,
ROSALIND JONES, SAM JONES, LABRUZZO, LAFONTA, LIGI, MARCHAND,
MONICA, MONTOUCET, MORRIS, NORTON, PETERSON, PONTI,
RICHARDSON, RICHMOND, RITCHIE, ROY, GARY SMITH, JANE SMITH,

ST. GERMAIN, TALBOT, TEMPLET, TRAHAN, WADDELL, AND WOOTON
AND SENATORS AMEDEE, CROWE, DORSEY, AND DUPLESSIS

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 15:542(C)(1)(m) and to enact R.S. 15:541(23) through (26) and
542.1.5(G), relative to sex offender registration and notification; to require the
Bureau of Criminal Identification and Information to provide for the capability of
allowing socia networking web sitesto compareitsusersto onlineidentifierson the
State Sex Offender and Child Predator Registry; to require entities operating social
networking web sites to provide information to the bureau; to provide for the
screening of its registered users; to provide for a defense to claims of liability; to
provide for definitions; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 15:542(C)(1)(m) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

15:541(23) through (26) and 542.1.5(G) are hereby enacted to read as follows:
8541. Definitions

For the purposes of this Chapter, the definitions of termsin this Section shall

apply:

(23) "Chat room" means any Internet web site through which users havethe

ability to communicate viatext and which allows messages to bevisible to all other

users or to a designated segment of all other users.
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(24) "Instant message address' means an identifier that allows a person to

communicate with another person using the Internet.

(25) "Onlineidentifier" meansany electronic e-mail address, instant message

name, chat name, social networking name, or other similar Internet communication

name.

(26) "Social networking web site" means an Internet web site that:

(a) Allows users to create web pages or profiles about themselves that are

available publicly or available to other users; or

(b) Offers a mechanism for communication among users, such as aforum,

chat room, €lectronic e-mail, or instant messaging.

8542. Registration of sex offenders and child predators
C.(2) Theoffender shall register and provideall of thefollowinginformation
to the appropriate law enforcement agencies listed in Subsection B of this Section
in accordance with the time period provided for in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection:
(m) Every email address, online screen name, or other online tdentity

identifiers used by the offender to communicate on the Internet. Required notice

must be given before any online identifier isused to communicate on the Internet.

* * *

§542.1.5. State Sex Offender and Child Predator Registry; duties of the Louisiana

Bureau of Criminal Identification and Information

* * *

G. The bureau shall provide for the capability which would allow a social

networking web site to compare the database of registered users of that socia

networking web site to the list of eectronic mail addresses, instant message

addresses, and other similar online identifiers of persons in the State Sex Offender

and Child Predator Registry.

(1) A social networking web site desiring to compare its database of

registered users to the list of electronic mail addresses, instant message addresses,
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and other online identifiers of personsin the registry shall provide to the bureau all

of the following information:

(@) The name, address, and telephone number of the entity operating the

social networking web site.

(b) The lega nature and corporate status of the entity operating the socid

networking web site.

(c) A statement signed by the chief legal officer of the social networking web

siteto the effect that the i nformati on obtai ned from theregistry shall not bedisclosed

for any purpose other than for comparing the database of registered users of the

social networking web site against the list of eectronic mail addresses, instant

message addresses, and other online identifiers of persons contained in the state

registry to protect children from online sexua predators, and that disclosure of this

information for any other purpose may be unlawful.

(d) The name, address, and telephone number of a natural person who is

authorized to receive service of processfor the entity operating the social networking

web site.

(2) After complying with the requirements of Paragraph (1) of this

Subsection, the entity operating the social networking web site may screen users or

compare its database of registered users to the list of eectronic mail addresses,

instant message addresses, and other online identifiers of persons contained in the

State Sex Offender and Child Predator Reqistry as frequently as the bureau will

alow for the purpose of identifying, monitoring, or removing a registered user

associated with eectronic mail addresses, instant message addresses, and other

online identifiers contained in the registry.

(3) An entity operating asocial networking web sitewhich complieswith the

provisions of Paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Subsection, the entity, its directors,

officers, employees, or agents may claim such compliance asadefenseto aclaim for

liability arising against the entity or such persons.
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Section 2. The Louisiana State Law Institute is hereby directed to aphabetize the

definitions contained in R.S. 15:541.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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