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It is anticipated that the proposed legislation will result in an estimated $41,310 in SGF costs in FY 13 and $14,238 in future
fiscal years due to increased participation in smoking cessation programs and activities.  Specifically, expenditures will
increase relative to smoking cessation assistance and counseling, replacement therapies, and medications.

The Office of Behavioral Health (OBH) estimates that smoking cessation program activities will cost an average of $85 per
person for an average 8-week program.  According to OBH, in the most recent patient census at OBH’s three inpatient
psychiatric hospitals, 486 out of 742 (65%) patients are smokers.  As such, it will potentially cost $41,310 ($85 x 486) to
treat all current patients for smoking cessation in the 8-week program with a 100% completion rate. Annual new admissions
to the state hospitals range from 200-315.  Using the same ratio of smokers as calculated with current patients, 65% of new
admissions are estimated to be smokers, or 130-205 patients.  Therefore, if all new smoking patients participate in smoking
cessation programs, this will potentially cost an additional $14,238 on average in future fiscal years.  It is anticipated that
any training costs will be absorbed within existing staff and resources. 

Information from OBH indicates that higher doses of pharmacological drugs are often needed for smokers versus nonsmokers
due to issues with absorption and metabolism.  With the provision of smoking cessation programs, there may be reductions
in antipsychotic and antidepressant drug distribution and costs.  To the extent any savings are realized, they will offset the
smoking cessation programmatic costs.

Proposed law allows the Department of Health and Hospitals (DHH) to prohibit smoking by inpatients in its psychiatric
facilities.  Proposed law also directs DHH to establish procedures for current and new inpatients in its psychiatric facilities to
receive smoking cessation treatment and education, including screening, consent from patient, training of staff, and patient
access to necessary counseling, nicotine replacement therapy, and oral medications.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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