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Richard HB No. 143

Abstract:  Prohibits a former legislator from being appointed to or employed in any unclassified
position in state government for a period of two years following the termination of his
service as a legislator.

Present law (R.S. 42:1121) prohibits a former agency head or elected official, for a period of two
years following the termination of his public service as the head of such agency or as an elected
public official serving in such agency, from assisting another person, for compensation, in a
transaction, or in an appearance in connection with a transaction, involving that agency or from
rendering any service on a contractual basis to or for such agency.  Present law further prohibits a
former member of a board or commission, for a period of two years following the termination of
his public service on such board or commission, from contracting with, being employed in any
capacity by, or being appointed to any position by that board or commission. (Note:  The Board
of Ethics has interpreted this provision to apply in certain circumstances to certain representative
bodies.)  Present law further prohibits a legal entity in which a former public servant is an officer,
director, trustee, partner, or employee, for a period of two years following termination of his
public service, from assisting another person for compensation in a transaction or in an
appearance in connection with a transaction in which such public servant at any time participated
during his public service and involving his former agency.  Present law prohibits a former public
servant from sharing in any compensation received by another person for assistance which such
former public servant is prohibited from rendering.

Present law (R.S. 42:1113(D)) prohibits former legislators and former specified executive branch
officials and their spouses and legal entities of such persons, for a period of one year following
the termination of the elected official's public service, from entering into a  contract with state
government if such contract was prohibited prior to the termination of the public service of the
specified public servant.

Proposed law further prohibits a former legislator from being appointed to or employed in any
unclassified position in state government for a period of two years following the termination of
his service as a legislator; otherwise retains present law.

Effective upon signature of governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(Adds R.S. 42:1121(A)(3))


