DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part of
the legidative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute part of
the law or proof or indiciaof legidative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Greene HB No. 509

Abstract: Requiresthe non-prevailing party to pay al court costs and attorney fees if the suit or
the defense to the suit is determined to be frivolous.

Present law requires costs to be paid by the party cast in judgment, unless the judgment provides
otherwise.

Proposed law maintains present law and provides that if the court determines the suit or the
defense to the suit to be frivolous, the non-prevailing party shall pay al court costs and
reasonable attorney fees of the other party.

Proposed law provides that the provisions of proposed law shall also apply to medical
mal practice litigation, however, the decision of amedical review panel alone shall not be
determinative of the issue of whether the action or defenseis frivolous.

(Amends C.C.P. Art. 1920)



