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HLS 14RS-64 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2014
HOUSE BILL NO. 760

BY REPRESENTATIVE ORTEGO

HIGHER EDUCATION: Providesrelative to the TOPS-Tech Award

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 17:3048.1(A)(1)(a)(iii)(dd)(11), (B)(1), (2)(introductory
paragraph), (a), (b)(introductory paragraph), and (c)(introductory paragraph),
(3)(introductory paragraph), and (4)(@ and (b), (D)(2), (H)(2), (O)(1),
(P)(1)(introductory paragraph), (Q)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (5)(b)(i), and
(V)(D(introductory paragraph) and (b) and (3)(b), 3048.2(C), 3048.5(A),
(B)(1)(introductory paragraph), (2), and (3), (C), (D)(introductory paragraph),
(E)(introductory paragraph), (F)(1), and (G), 3048.6(B)(1)(a), and
3048.7(B)(1)(a)(iv), relative to the Taylor Opportunity Program for Students; to
provide relative to initial eligibility requirements for the TOPS-Tech Award; to
lower the minimum standardized test score required; to provide with respect to the
name of the TOPS-Tech Award; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 17:3048.1(A)(1)(a)(iii)(dd)(I1), (B)(1), (2)(introductory paragraph),

(@, (b)(introductory paragraph), and (c)(introductory paragraph), (3)(introductory

paragraph), and (4)(a) and (b), (D)(2), (H)(2), (O)(1), (P)(1)(introductory paragraph),

(Q)(D(introductory paragraph) and (5)(b)(i), and (V) (1)(introductory paragraph) and (b) and

(3)(b), 3048.2(C), 3048.5(A), (B)(1)(introductory paragraph), (2), and (3), (C),
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(D)(introductory paragraph), (E)(introductory paragraph), (F)(1), and (G), 3048.6(B)(1)(a),

and 3048.7(B)(1)(a)(iv) are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

83048.1. Program awards; eligibility; amounts; limitations; funding; administration

A.(1) Aspart of theLouisianaTaylor Opportunity Program for Students, the
state shall financially assist any student who enrolls on afull-time basisin a public
college or university in this state or aregionally accredited independent college or
university in the state that is a member of the L ouisiana Association of Independent
Colleges and Universities, hereafter in this Chapter referred to collectively as
"eligible colleges and universities', to pursue an academic undergraduate degree or,
asprovided by this Subsection, skill or occupational training asdefined by the Board
of Regents, including a vocational or technical education certificate or diploma
program or a nonacademic undergraduate degree, and who meets the qualifications

of Subparagraph (b), (c), or (d) of thisParagraph and all of the applicable following

gualifications:
@
(iii)
(dd)

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Section to the contrary, a
displaced student who meets the residency requirement of this Subitem shall not be
required to havefor the respective awards a higher minimum composite score on the
American College Test or on the Scholastic Aptitude Test than required for astudent
who graduates from an eligible L ouisianahigh school provided such student has, for
FOPS-Tech TOPS-College and Opportunity awards, acumulative high school grade
point average on al courses on the high school transcript of at least 2.50 cal culated

on a4.00 scale or, for Performance and Honors awards, a cumulative high school
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grade point average on all courses on the high school transcript of at least 3.50

caculated on a4.00 scale.

B.(1) A student who meets the requirements of this Subsection shall be the

recipient of a"FoPSFech TOPS-College Award" for the purposes of this program.

(2) Aspart of the Louisiana Taylor Opportunity Program for Students, for

amount determined by the administering agency in accordance with the provisions
of Subparagraph (f) of this Paragraph for any student who enrollson afull-timebasis
in an eligible college or university as defined in Subsection A of this Section to
pursue skill or occupational training as defined by the Board of Regents, including
avocational or technical education certificate or diplomaprogram or anonacademic
undergraduate degree, and who meets the following qualifications and all other

applicable qualifications of this Chapter:

schoeolhyear-ant thereafter;-eomptes Complieswith the provisions of Subparagraphs
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(A)(1)(a) and (b) of this Section, except that the student shall have acomposite score
on the specified American College Test of seventeen sixteen or higher or an
equivalent concordant value on any enhanced or revised version of such test or on
the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

the-2016-2011schoot-year-and-thereafter,the The student may, as an alternative

requirement, have attained a silver level score on the assessments of the ACT

WorkK eys system.

(b) Through the 2001-2002 school year and except as otherwise provided by
this Section, has successfully completed at least sixteen and one-half units of high
school course work, which constitutes a core curriculum, and meets standards for
admissiontothedesired éligiblecollegeor university. Except asotherwise provided
by this Section, a student may qualify for a FoPSFech Tops-College Award by
meeting the core curriculum requirements of Subparagraph (A)(1)(e) or (B)(2)(c) of
this Section or the core curriculum defined as follows:

(c) Except asotherwise provided by this Section, has successfully completed
acore curriculum, and meets standards for admission to the desired eligible college
or university. The core curriculum specified in Subparagraph (b) of this Paragraph
shall be effective only for high school graduates through the 2001-2002 school year;
thereafter, a student shall meet the core curriculum requirements as specified in this
Subparagraph. Except as otherwise provided by this Section, a student may qualify
for a FOPSFech TOPS-College Award by meeting the core curriculum
requirements of Subparagraph (A)(1)(e) of this Section or the core curriculum

defined as follows:

(3) To maintain continued state payment of an amount equal to tuition
pursuant to a FoPSTFeeh TOPS-College Award once enrolled in an institution, a

student shall meet all of the following:

* * *
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(4@ In addition to the provisions of the introductory paragraph of
Paragraph (A)(1) of this Section and effective for the 2009-2010 award year and
thereafter, for purposes of the FOPSTFeeh TOPS-College Award as provided by this
Chapter, the term "eligible colleges and universities' shall include any school that
has a valid and current certificate of registration issued by the State Board of
Cosmetology in accordance with law and that is accredited by an accrediting
organization recognized by the United States Department of Education and any
proprietary school that hasavalid and current licenseissued by the Board of Regents
in accordance with law and that is accredited by an accrediting organization
recognized by the United States Department of Education. Such a school also shall
comply with all other applicable provisions of this Chapter and rules adopted by the
administering agency relative to a college or university being initially eligible and
remaining eligible for program purposes.
(b) For astudent who istherecipient of aFoPSFech-award TOPS-College
Award and who enrolls in a school that is eligible pursuant to the provisions of
Subparagraph (a) of thisParagraph to pursue skill or occupational training as defined
by the Board of Regents, including avocational or technical education certificate or
diploma program or a nonacademic undergraduate degree, the state shall award an
amount determined by the administering agency to equa the weighted average of
amounts paid under this Section for students attending public colleges and
universitieswho are enrolled in the permitted skill or occupational training, as may

be applicable.

D. Each city and parish school board for the high school under its
jurisdiction or the principal s of such high schoolsand the principal or headmaster of
each nonpublic high school approved by the State Board of Elementary and

Secondary Education shall:
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(2) Using the criteria in Subparagraphs (A)(1)(b) and (B)(2)(b) as the
minimum qualifications for selection, identify and certify to the administering
agency those achieving the required academic standards to qualify for aFoPSTeeh

award TOPS-College Award pursuant to this Section.

* * *

(2) No student shall be eligible for tuition payment pursuant to this Section
for the FoPSFech TOPS-College Award for more than two years unless an
extension is granted by the administering agency in accordance with itsrules.

O. Inlieu of the payment of tuition as provided in this Section, any student
participating in the program provided by R.S. 29:36.1 for persons serving in the
Louisiana National Guard shall receive the tuition exemption as provided therein.
However, in addition to any other payments provided for by this Section:

(1) For any student who is participating in the tuition exemption program
provided by R.S. 29:36.1 and who also meets the qualifications provided in this
Section for receipt of an Opportunity Award or aFOPSFeeh TOPS-College Award,
the state shall pay on behalf of such student a sum of three hundred dollars per
semester or six hundred dollars per academic year to be applied toward the cost of
books and other instructional materials.

P.(1) Notwithstanding any initial student eligibility requirement of this
Chapter to the contrary, a student shall be eligible to receive a FoPSTFeeh TOPS-
College Award pursuant to this Section provided each of the applicable following

conditions are met:

Q.(1) Notwithstanding any initial student eligibility requirement of this

Chapter to the contrary, a student shall be eligible to receive a FoPSTFeech TOPS-
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College Award pursuant to this Section provided each of the following conditions

are met:

©)

(b)(1) Notwithstanding any provision of Subparagraph (1)(c), (2)(b), (3)(b),
or (4)(b) of this Subsection to the contrary and effective for a student qualifying for
an initial FoPSTFeeh TOPS-College Award or Opportunity Award for the 2008-
2009 award year or thereafter pursuant to this Subsection, the student shall have a
minimum composite score on the 1990 version of the American College Test which
isat least two points higher than that otherwise required by this Section for a student
graduating from a L ouisiana public high school or nonpublic high school which has
been approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education or an
equivalent concordant value on an enhanced or revised version of such test or onthe

Scholastic Aptitude Test.

V.(1) Notwithstanding any initial student eligibility requirement of this
Chapter to the contrary, a student shall be eligible to receive a FoPSTFeech TOPS-
College Award pursuant to this Section provided each of the following conditions

are met:

(b) The student has a composite score on the 1990 version of the American
College Test whichisat |east three points higher than that otherwiserequired by this
Section for a FoPSFeeh TOPS-College Award for a student graduating from a
Louisiana public high school or an equivalent concordant value on an enhanced or

revised version of such test or on the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

©)
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(b) Notwithstanding any provision of Subparagraph (1)(b) or (2)(b) of this
Subsection to the contrary and effective for astudent qualifying for aninitial FoPS
Feeh TOPS-College or Opportunity award for the 2007-2008 award year or
thereafter pursuant to this Subsection, the student, if a completer of a home study
program approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, shall
have aminimum composite score on the 1990 version of the American College Test
which is at least two points higher than that otherwise required by this Section for
a student graduating from a Louisiana public high school or nonpublic high school
which hasbeen approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
or an equivalent concordant value on an enhanced or revised version of such test or
on the Scholastic Aptitude Test.

* * *

8§3048.2. Effectiveness of Chapter; continuance of certain tuition payments

C. Studentsgraduating from high school or who have successfully completed
a the twelfth grade level a home study program approved by the State Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education during the 1997-1998 school year and
thereafter may apply for and if otherwise qualified be eligible to receive the FOPS
Feeh TOPS-College Award as provided by this Chapter.
83048.5. FoPSTech TOPS-College Early Start Award; purpose; eligibility; award

amounts limitations; administration; implementation; reports

A. The FoPSTech TOPS-College Early Start Award is hereby established
as part of the Louisiana Taylor Opportunity Program for Students for eligible
eleventh and twelfth grade students attending L ouisiana public high schools.

B.(1) A FOPSTFech TOPS-College Early Start Award may be used at a

Louisiana public postsecondary education institution for the purpose of pursuing an
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industry-based occupational or vocationa education credentia as defined by the
Board of Regents when such credential also meets all of the following conditions:

(2) An €ligible recipient may receive a FoPSFech TOPS-College Early
Start Award for two semesters during the eleventh grade and two semesters during
the twelfth grade, excluding summer sessions.

(3) The administering agency, on behalf of a FoPSFech TOPS-College
Early Start Award recipient, shall pay to the Louisiana postsecondary education
institution in which the student is enrolled in an eligible program of studies an
amount of one hundred fifty dollars for each three credit-hour or equivalent time
coursetaken by the student, not to exceed two such courses per high school semester
for an eleventh-grade student and two such courses per high school semester for a

twelfth-grade student.

C. An application for aFOPSTFeech TOPS-College Early Start Award shall
be required at a time and in a manner and form established by the administering
agency. Ataminimum, information necessary to fully inform Louisianapublic high
school studentsand their parents on the requirements of and proceduresfor applying
for the award shall be made available by the administering agency in the same
manner as required by law for other awards provided by the Taylor Opportunity
Program for Students.

D. Tobe€ligiblefor aninitial FOPSFech TOPS-College Early Start Award,
a student shall meet each of the following conditions and comply with other
applicable provisions of this Section and administering agency rules:

E. Tomaintain continuing eligibility for aFoPSFech TOPS-College Early
Start Award, a student must meet each of the following conditions and comply with

other applicable provisions of this Section and administering agency rules:

* * *
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F.(1) The provisions of this Section shall be administered by the Louisiana
Student Financial Assistance Commission, herein referred to as the "administering
agency". Except as otherwise provided by this Section, the authority granted to and
limitations placed on the administering agency by R.S. 17:3048.1 relative to
administering other awards pursuant to the Taylor Opportunity Program for Students
shall bedeemedto apply al so to theadministration of the FEPSTFeech TOPS-College

Early Start Award.

G. Prior to the convening of each regular legidlative session, the Board of
Regents, in consultation with the Louisiana Student Financial Assistance
Commission, shall provideto the governor, the House Committee on Education, and
the Senate Committee on Education a written review and analysis of FoPSFech
TOPS-College Early Start awardsrelative to award use by students and the benefits
therefrom aswell astheimpact on subsequent use by students of FOPSFech TOPS-
College awards.

83048.6. Initial eligibility for program awards; students displaced by certain natural
disasters; waivers and exceptions; limitations

B.(1) Relative to initial eligibility requirements for a Taylor Opportunity
Program for Students award applicable to astudent displaced during the 2005-2006
school year, the Louisiana Student Financial Assistance Commission, in accordance
with the Administrative Procedure Act, shall provide by rule as follows:

(a) A displaced student who hasbeen certified by the principal or headmaster
to have graduated during the 2005-2006 school year from an out-of -state high school
that meets the criteriato be an eligible out-of-state high school as provided in R.S.
17:3048.1(P)(1)(a) shall not be required to have for the respective awards a higher
minimum composite score on the American College Test or on the Scholastic
Aptitude Test than required for a student who graduates from an eligible Louisiana

high school provided such student has, for a FoPSTFeeh TOPS-College Award or
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Opportunity Award, acumulative high school grade point average on all courses on
the high school transcript of at least 2.50 calculated on a 4.00 scale or, for a
Performance or Honors award, a cumulative high school grade point average on all
courses on the high school transcript of at least 3.50 calculated on a 4.00 scale.
83048.7. Continuing eligibility for program awards; students displaced by certain

natural disasters; waivers and exceptions; limitations

B.(1) Relative to continuing €igibility requirements for a Taylor
Opportunity Program for Studentsaward applicablefor the 2005-2006 academic year
to a student displaced during the 2005-2006 academic year, the Louisiana Student
Financial Assistance Commission, in accordancewiththe Administrative Procedure

Act, shall provide by rule asfollows:

@

(iv) In addition to the provisions of R.S. 17:3048.1(B)(2) permitting a
recipient to use aFoOPSFech TOPS-College Award at an eligible Louisianacollege
or university to pursue skill or occupational training, as defined by the Board of
Regents, including avocational or technical education certificate or diplomaprogram
or a nonacademic degree, a FoPSFeech TOPS-College Award also may be used
during the 2005-2006 academic year by a displaced student to enroll on afull-time
basisat an eligible L ouisiana college or university granting academic undergraduate
degreesto take courses that contribute to the pursuit of askill or occupation. Insuch
case, the award amount paid by the state on behalf of the student shall be at the

Opportunity Award level.

Section 2. ThisAct shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not
signed by the governor, upon expiration of thetimefor billsto becomelaw without signature

by the governor, as provided by Article I11, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If
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vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by thelegislature, this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Ortego HB No. 760

Abstract: Lowers the minimum ACT score required for initial TOPS-Tech Award
eligibility from 17 to 16 and changes name of the TOPS-Tech Award.

Present law providesfor the Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) asaprogram
of merit scholarshipsfor studentsattending certain postsecondary educationinstitutionswho
meet specific grade point average, ACT score, and core curriculum requirementsand certain
other qualifications. Providesfor the TOPS-Tech Award for students who enroll in certain
colleges and universities to pursue skill or occupational training, including vocational or
technical education certificatesor diplomaprogramsor nonacademi c undergraduate degrees.
Forinitia eigibility for the TOPS-Tech Award, astudent must haveacomposite ACT score
(or equivalent SAT score) of at least 17 or attain asilver level score on the assessments of
the ACT WorkKeys system.

Proposed law lowersthe minimum ACT score (or equivalent SAT score) required for initial
TOPS-Tech Award dligibility from 17 to 16. Also changes name of TOPS-Tech Award to
TOPS-College Award; otherwise retains present law.

Effective upon signature of governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(AmendsR.S. 17:3048.1(A)(1)(@)(iii)(dd)(11), (B)(1), (2)(intro. para.), (a), (b)(intro. para.),
and (c)(intro. para.), (3)(intro. para.), and (4)(a) and (b), (D)(2), (H)(2), (0)(1), (P)(1)(intro.
para), (Q)(1)(intro. para.) and (5)(b)(i), and (V)(1)(intro. para) and (b) and (3)(b),
3048.2(C), 3048.5(A), (B)(1)(intro. para.), (2), and (3), (C), (D)(intro. para.), (E)(intro.
para.), (F)(1), and (G), 3048.6(B)(1)(a), and 3048.7(B)(1)(a)(iv))
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