
DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services.  It constitutes no part of
the legislative instrument.  The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute part of
the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent.  [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Berthelot HB No. 201

Abstract:  Authorizes the mayor pro tempore to perform the duties of the mayor during a
vacancy in the office of the mayor.

Present law provides that the mayor presides at all meetings of the board of aldermen in
municipalities governed by the Lawrason Act and requires the mayor to give the deciding vote in
the case of a tie. Requires the board to hold no less than one regular meeting in each month on a
date and at a place and hour to be fixed by ordinance.  Requires the board of aldermen to select
one of its members to be mayor pro tempore and requires him to preside at all meetings of the
board in the absence of the mayor.  Authorizes the board of aldermen to select one of its
members to preside at a meeting of the board if both the mayor and mayor pro tempore are
unable to attend a meeting of the board.  Provides that the mayor pro tempore or a board member
presiding instead of the mayor pro tempore has all rights and powers granted to the mayor with
regard to presiding at a meeting of the board.

Proposed law retains present law.

Present law requires the mayor pro tempore to perform all duties of the mayor if the mayor is
unable to carry out the duties of his office due to physical or mental disability, as determined by a
licensed physician. Provides that the mayor pro tempore has no additional authority to perform
the duties of the mayor except as provided in present law or upon the written consent of the
mayor.

Proposed law retains present law and additionally authorizes the mayor pro tempore, in the case
of a vacancy in the office of the mayor, to perform the duties of the mayor during the vacancy.

Effective upon signature of governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(Amends R.S. 33:405(A)(4); Adds R.S. 33:405(A)(5) and (6))


