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HLS 14RS-1273 REENGROSSED

Regular Session, 2014
HOUSE BILL NO. 878

BY REPRESENTATIVE LEBAS

AGRICULTURE/SOYBEANS: Provides relative to the Louisiana Soybean and Grain
Research and Promotion Board

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 3:3553(A) and (B)(1) and 3556(A), relative to the Louisiana
Soybean and Grain Research and Promotion Board; to provide relative to the use of
funds; to repeal authority for referenda for the imposition and extension of
assessments; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 3:3553(A) and (B)(1) and 3556(A) are hereby amended and
reenacted to read as follows:
§3553. Levy of assessment; referendurm: collection; enforcement; refund
A. Thereisimposed and levied an assessment at the rate of one cent per

bushel on all soybeans grown within the state, this assessment to be deducted from

the amount paid the producer at thefirst point of sale, whether within or without the
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B.(1) Thereisimposed and levied an assessment at the rate of one-half cent

per bushel on al wheat, corn, and grain sorghum grown within the state. Hewever;

83556. Use of funds

A. The Louisiana Soybean and Grain Research and Promotion Board shall
plan and conduct a program of research and advertising designed to promote the
soybean, wheat, corn, and grain sorghum industries in Louisiana. The board is
authorized to usethe funds derived from any assessment imposed by this Chapter for

these purposes, including basic administration expenses of the plan. Use of these
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funds may be applied, as prescribed in this Section, within or without the state of

Louisiana, including regional, national, and international applications. Fhefuneds

DIGEST

Thedigest printed bel ow was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legidative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

LeBas HB No. 878

Abstract: Removesreferendafor theimposition and extension of assessmentson soybeans,
wheat, corn, and grain sorghum, and clarifies the use of funds.

Present law provides for an assessment of 1¢ per bushel on soybeans to be levied and
imposed. Further provides that the imposition of such assessment shall be determined by
a referendum vote of soybean producers and remain in effect for a five-crop year period.
Allows for the extension of such assessment in five-year increments upon approval by
referendum vote of the producers. Providesfor certain producer voting criteriain the parish
of residence.

Proposed law retains present law but removes the voting criteria and the referendum vote
for imposition and extension of such assessment.

Present law provides for an assessment of %2¢ per bushel on wheat, corn, and grain sorghum
to belevied and imposed. Further provides that the imposition of such assessment shall be
determined by areferendum vote of wheat, corn, and grain sorghum producers and remain
in effect for afive-crop year period. Allowsfor the extension of such assessment in 5-year
increments upon approva by a referendum vote of the producers. Provides for certain
producer voting criteriain the parish of residence.

Proposed law retains present law but removes the voting criteria and the referendum vote
for imposition and extension of such assessment.

Present law provides for the board to use collected assessments to conduct a program of
research and advertising for the promotion of the soybean, wheat, corn, and grain sorghum
industrieswithin and outside of La. Further allowsfor use of such fundsto defray referenda
Ccosts.

Proposed law retains present law but removes the use for such funds to defray referenda
Ccosts.

(Amends R.S. 3:3553(A) and (B)(1) and 3556(A))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by House

Committee Amendments Proposed by House Committee on Agriculture, Forestry,
Aquaculture, and Rural Development to the original hill.

1. Made technical changes.
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2. Deleted the provisions changing the appointing authority of the La. Soybean and
Grain Research and Promotion Board from the governor to the commissioner of
agriculture.

3. Deleted the provision to remove concurrent terms of the board members.
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