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Fiscal Note

Present law (R.S. 46:51.2(C)) prohibits a child from being placed in a foster home for temporary care if an adult living in the
home has been convicted of certain drug related crimes - a Schedule I, II, III, IV, or V controlled dangerous substance.
Proposed law retains present law but allows consideration of a prospective foster or adoptive parent who has not been
convicted or pled nolo contendere to a felony drug offense within the past 5 years. Proposed law provides the the
Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) must determine that the prospective foster or adoptive parent has not
been convicted of or pled nolo contendere to a felony drug offense within 5 years between the date of placement and the
date of successful completion of any sentence, deferred adjudication, or period of probation or parole. Proposed law provides
that the prospective foster or adoptive parent submit to and pass an initial drug test as well as consent to future drug testing
by DCFS for the duration of the child’s placement. Proposed law provides the prospective foster or adoptive parent pay for
the drug testing.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. The proposed
legislation allows the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) to consider an adult as a prospective foster or
adoptive parent if that individual has not been convicted or pled nolo contendere to a felony drug offense within the past 5
years. Presently, these individuals are automatically ineligible from consideration as a prospective foster or adoptive parent.
Also, before a child is placed with prospective foster or adoptive parent with a felony drug offense, the individual must have
passed an initial drug test and consent to random drug testing by DCFS for the duration of the placement. Since this
measure requires all drug testing shall be paid for by the prospective foster or adoptive parent, there is not impact on DCFS
expenditures.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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