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Fiscal Note

Purpose of Bill: This bill increases the civil jurisdiction limit for the City Court of Lafayette from $15,000 to $20,000.

Currently, the 15th Judicial District Court (15th JDC) can hear civil cases in which the amount in dispute or value of property
involved is between $15,000 and $20,000, while the City Court of Lafayette cannot hear these cases. This bill would give
both the 15th JDC and the City Court jurisdiction over these cases.

The impact of this bill on governmental expenditures is indeterminable.

An official with the City Court of Lafayette indicated that this bill would not impact City Court expenditures based on
receiving 300 additional filings per year as a result of this bill.

An official with the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court indicated that Clerk of Court expenditures could decrease depending on
the number of civil cases that would be heard by the City Court rather than in the 15th JDC.

An official with the 15th JDC indicated that the impact on expenditures is indeterminable due to lack of information
regarding current filings that may be impacted by this bill.

It must be noted that it is difficult to determine exactly how many cases will heard by the City Court rather than in the 15th
JDC, due to the permissiveness of the bill and the lack of information regarding cases that may be affected by this bill.

The impact of this bill on governmental revenues is indeterminable.

An official with the City Court of Lafayette indicated that revenues may increase by $45,000 annually (300 additional
filings per year x $150 deposit per filing). Although the City Court’s figures appear to be based on historical data, the official
indicated that there was no way of determining if this filing increase would occur.

An official with the Lafayette Parish Clerk of Court informed us that Clerk of Court revenue may decrease annually as
cases are heard in the City Court rather than in the 15th JDC. However, the magnitude of this decrease is indeterminable due
to the permissiveness of the bill and the lack of information regarding cases that may be affected by this bill.

An official with the 15th JDC indicated that the impact on revenues is indeterminable due to lack of information regarding
current filings that may be affected by this bill.

It must be noted that it is difficult to determine exactly how many cases will heard by the City Court rather than in the 15th
JDC, due to the permissiveness of the bill and the lack of information regarding cases that may be affected by this bill.

REVENUE EXPLANATION

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

Increases the civil jurisdictional amount in dispute for the City Court of Lafayette. (8/1/14)
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Dual Referral RulesSenate House
13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H}

6.8(F)(1) >= $100,000 SGF Fiscal Cost {H & S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}

6.8(F)(2) >= $500,000 State Rev. Reduc. {H & S}


