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Fiscal Note

Proposed law creates the crime of battery of emergency services personnel, emergency room services personnel, or a
healthcare professional. Provides for the following penalties for commission of the offense: (1) A fine of not more than
$1,000, imprisonment for not less than 15 days nor more than six months. At least 48 hours shall be served without benefit
of suspension of sentence. (2) If the battery produces an injury which requires medical attention, a fine of not more than
$5,000, imprisonment with or without hard labor for not less than one year nor more than five years. At least five days of
the sentence shall be without benefit of suspension of sentence. Present law provides for the crime of obstruction of a
fireman. Proposed law retains present law definition as it relates to firefighters, but amends the definition to apply to all
persons defined by present law as “emergency medical services personnel” or “emergency medical services practitioners”.

The proposed legislation may result in an indeterminable increase in state general fund expenditures if a defendant is
convicted of the new crime of battery of emergency services personnel, emergency room services personnel, or a healthcare
professional or of the crime of obstructing a fireman relative to emergency medical services personnel or practitioners.
Although proposed law creates a new crime and amends a current crime, most convictions for these crimes provide for a
maximum of 6 months in jail and are therefore, misdemeanors. These offenders are not sentenced to the Department of
Public Safety and Corrections. Local law enforcement agencies may realize an indeterminable increase in expenditures
associated with prison costs. The cost increase will depend on the number of persons convicted, the minimum sentence an
offender serves, and the cost per day for a local law enforcement agency to incarcerate an offender.

To the extent an offender is sentenced to the custody of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections expenditures would
increase by $24.39 per day per offender in a local facility or $52.51 per day per offender in a state facility.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure. Any revenue generated
through the imposition of fines created by this legislation would accrue to local government entities.
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13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H}

6.8(F)(1) >= $100,000 SGF Fiscal Cost {H & S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}
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