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Regular Session, 2014 ENROLLED
SENATE BILL NO. 282

BY SENATOR BROWN

AN ACT

To enact R.S. 38:326.3 and 326.4, relative to specia districts; to provide relative to
combined police authority within and by and between the Port of South Louisiana,
the Lafourche Basin Levee District, and the Pontchartrain Levee District; to provide
relative to the jurisdiction, personnel, equipment, costs, and administrative
responsibilities for such authority; to provide for authorization to hire positions; to
providefor limitationsfor budget restraints; to provide for an executive director and
an assistant executive director of the Lafourche Basin Levee District; and to provide
for related matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.

Beit enacted by the Legidlature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 38:326.3 and 326.4 are hereby enacted to read as follows:

8326.3. Combined police authority; jurisdiction; administrative

responsibilities; personnel, equipment, and expenses

A. In addition to the authority, restrictions, reguirements, and other

provisions of R.S. 38:326 and 326.1, and notwithstanding any other provision

of law tothecontrary, the Port of South L ouisiana, the L afourcheBasin L evee

District, and the Pontchartrain L evee District may coordinate and cooper ate

jointly with each other to maintain order and to exercise gener al police power

within the areas of such port and districts and upon their levees.

B. The executivedirectors of theport and thedistricts may enter into a

cooper ative endeavor agreement to authorize the exercise of combined police

protection within the areas of the port and districts, and to provide for the

employment of officers and other personnel, equipment, and administrative

services, necessary and useful to provide for and sharethe costs and expenses

associated with such police protection. The cooper ative endeavor agr eement

shall providethat title to equipment used pursuant to the agreement which is
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owned by the port or adistrict shall remain with the port or district.

C. Each person employed as a police officer shall, at a minimum, be

commissioned as a peace officer by the Department of Public Safety and

Corrections. Such police officer s shall have theright to exercise the power of

arrest aspeaceofficer s, accordingtolaw, within thecombined jurisdictionsand

boundaries of the port and thedistricts.

D.(1) Thegoverning authority of each entity designated in Subsection A

of this Section that isa party to a cooper ative endeavor agr eement described in

Subsection B of this Section shall appoint two members, respectively, to serve

as member s of alaw enfor cement coor dinating and over sight committee.

(2) At theinitial meeting, the committee shall elect a president to serve

aspresiding officer. Thepresiding officer shall not cast avoteexcept in thecase

of atievote.

(3) The committee may employ a chief law enfor cement officer, subject

to applicable civil service regulations. However, any applicant with at least

twenty vears of experience as a commissioned law enforcement officer who

mesets all of therequirements set forth in Subsection C of this Section shall be

eligible for appointment.

(4) The chief law enfor cement officer shall:

(a) Havetheright to exercise the authority granted to police officersin

Subsection C of this Section.

(b) Supervise and direct the administration and operation of the

combined policeprotection authorized by the cooper ativeendeavor agr eement.

All law enfor cement personnel shall be subordinateto the chief.

(c) Havegener al responsibility for law enfor cement and bechar ged with

the enfor cement of all applicable laws and ordinances within the areas of the

port and districts.

E. Neither the Port of South Louisiana, the Lafourche Basin Levee

District, or the Pontchartrain Levee District shall authorize any additional

funding for a position beyond thelimits of its budget.
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8326.4. LafourcheBasin L eveeDistrict; executivedir ector ; assistant executive

director; duties

A. The positions of executive director and assistant executive dir ector

of theboar d of commissioner sof thel afourcheBasin L eveeDistrict arehereby

created. The executive director and assistant executive director shall be

appointed by theboard. Theexecutivedirector, on behalf of and asauthorized

or directed by the board, shall administer the affairs of the district. The

assistant executive director shall assist the executive director in all of his

functions and duties as deemed necessary by the executive dir ector.

B. The positions of executive director and assistant executive dir ector

shall befilled by the board before February 1, 2015, if not currently filled by

administrativerule of the board.

C. Nether the executive director nor the assistant executive dir ector

shall beamember of theboard. Theexecutivedirector and assistant executive

director shall each be a full-time unclassified employee of the board who shall

be paid compensation in an amount to bedeter mined by the board which shall

be comparableto like positions with levee districts thr oughout the state.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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