Abramson (HB 623) Act No. 521

Existing law provides that pursuant to the inherent judicial power of the court and upon its
own motion and with the consent of al parties litigant, the court may enter an order
appointing a specia master in any civil action where complicated legal or factual issuesare
presented or where exceptional circumstances of the case warrant such appointment.

New law retains existing law and provides that the consent of the parties litigant may be
contingent upon an estimate of the amount of the compensation of the special master, the
identity of the special master, and the court's anticipated specifications of the powers of the
special master.

Existing law providesthat the master's compensation shall bereasonable, fixed by the court,
and taxed as costs of court.

New law retainsexisting law and providesthat the compensation shall be subject to approval
by the parties litigant as provided by new law.

Provides that the provisions of new law shall be the sole authority and procedure for the
appointment, duties, powers, and compensation of a special master.

Effective Aug. 1, 2014.

(Amends R.S. 13:4165(A) and (D); Adds R.S. 13:4165(E))
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