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This bill may result in an indeterminable increase in local and federal expenditures and a potential decrease in SGF expenditures. The bill
expands the criteria for which veterans may be eligible for the Veterans Court program. To the extent a Veterans Court has additional
hearings as a result of the expanded criteria in the proposed legislation, the district courts may likely experience an increase in
expenditures.

A Veterans Court is a specialized court docket (like drug courts) established by the individual judicial districts that under present law
focuses on veterans who have been charged with a nonviolent crime as a result of drug or alcohol addiction or mental health illness. The
proposed legislation expands the pool of eligible participants to defendants who committed certain types of violent crimes listed in R.S.
14:2, excluding homicide and offenses that warrant a defendant registering as a sex offender. Currently the 1st (Caddo), 24th (Jefferson),
and 41st (Orleans) district courts have Veterans Courts. Veterans Courts admit defendants to the program on a discretionary basis, which
will limit the financial exposure to local governmental entities.

The 24th JDC’s Veterans Court is fully funded with federal grants, while the 1st and 41st JDCs’ courts are funded using a combination of
federal and local monies. There are various federal resources available from the U.S. Department of Justice and the Justice for Vets
program in the form of grants and local program training to help fund and start veterans court programs.

Medical services for participants are provided by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA). To the extent the veteran is eligible for
USDVA benefits, then USDVA would provide the treatment services the veteran needs. Services are only provided at VA medical centers
and clinics. There are 3 VA medical centers in the state (Shreveport, Alexandria, and New Orleans) and 15 clinics throughout the state. 

To the extent an offender, who is a veteran, completes the program and is not sentenced to jail, the Department of Corrections (DOC)
would not pay $24.39 per day to house the offender in a local facility.  However, if the offender does not complete the program and is
ordered to serve time in jail, DOC would recognize a cost of $24.39 per day for housing the the offender at the local level.

Proposed law expands the eligibility for the Veterans Court program to include some violent offenses listed in RS 14:2(B) if
the entire sentence is suspended or deferred pursuant to Louisiana law, excluding all forms of homicide. Proposed law
provides that, if the crime before the court is first offense domestic abuse battery, the defendant may be eligible for the
Veterans Court Program if they comply with the sentencing requirements provided in LA R.S. 14:35.3(C). Proposed law
revokes eligibility for a Veterans Court if the defendant has a prior felony conviction for homicide, or any other ongoing
proceedings alleging commission of homicide or any sex offense which warrants the defendant registering as a sex offender.
Proposed law  requires the consent of the victim before the defendant can enter the Veterans Court Program.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Dual Referral RulesSenate House

13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H}

6.8(F)(1) >= $100,000 SGF Fiscal Cost {H & S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}

6.8(F)(2) >= $500,000 Rev. Red. to State {H & S}


