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HB 167 Original 2016 Regular Session Smith

Abstract:  Prohibits the State Bd. of Elementary and Secondary Education from authorizing Type
2 and Type 5 charter schools in any fiscal year that the governor or the legislature reduces
the minimum foundation program (MFP) appropriation.

Present law provides generally relative to charter schools, including that they may be authorized by
a local school board, a local charter authorizer, or the State Bd. of Elementary and Secondary
Education (BESE).  Defines seven types of charter schools, including Type 2 and Type 5 charter
schools, both of which types are BESE-authorized.  A Type 2 is a new or preexisting school, and a
Type 5 is a failing school transferred to the Recovery School District.

Proposed law retains present law but prohibits BESE from authorizing Type 2 and Type 5 charter
schools for the remainder of a fiscal year if the appropriation for the minimum foundation program
(MFP) is reduced by the governor or the legislature as authorized in present constitution. 

Present constitution requires BESE to annually develop and adopt a formula used to determine the
cost of a minimum foundation program (MFP) of education in all public schools and to equitably
allocate the funds to public school systems.  Requires the legislature to annually appropriate funds
sufficient to fully fund the current cost to the state of such a program as determined by applying the
approved formula in order to ensure a minimum foundation of education in all public schools. 
Present constitution provides scenarios under which the governor or the legislature may reduce the
MFP appropriation; these scenarios vary depending on certain factors, including if there is a
projected deficit and if the reduction would occur in consideration of the operating budget of the
current fiscal year or the next.

(Adds R.S. 17:3981(9))


