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The LDE anticipates a reduction in expenditures of approximately $9.2 M due to the reduction in annual assessments for
students in grades 3 through 12; assessment contracts are funded through a mix of SGF, Statutory Dedications and federal
funds.  There will also be an indeterminable reduction in the expenditures of local school districts.

Currently students in grades 3 through 11 are administered assessments as follows: 8 English Language Arts (ELA), 8 Math,
7 Science, and 7 Social Studies.  Proposed legislation would result in 7 ELA, 7 Math, 3 Science, and 3 Social Studies
assessments.   The current cost of annual assessments, inclusive of costs related to content development, administration,
scoring and reporting is $42.5 M as follows:  $15 M English ($1.8 M @ 8 grade levels); $12 M Math ($1.5 M @ 8 grade
levels); $7.7 M Science ($1.1 M @ 7  grade levels) and; $7.7 M Social Studies ($1.1 M @ 7 grade levels).  The estimated
costs for the new assessment schedule total $33.3 M; a savings of $9.2 M.

NOTE:  The estimated annual payment for the three vendors contracts which provide for assessment in ELA/ math, science
and social studies is approximately $16 M.  The LDE has not provided information to explain how these savings calculations
relate to the annual payment.

There will be an indeterminable, but likely significant savings for local school districts due to the reduction in assessments.
Districts currently purchase non-summative tests which are used to prepare students for the annual assessments.  Districts
will be able to reduce the number of these test preparation assessments.

Present law requires standards based assessments in English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies for
public school students in grades 3 through 11.  Requires the state Department of Education to establish the level of
achievements for students in 4th through the 8th grade that determines student proficiency.  Requires that 4th and 8th
grade students demonstrate such efficiency to advance to grades 5 and 9.  Proposed law removes the annual assessment
requirement and provides a schedule as follows:  English language arts - annually in grades 3 through 11; Math - annually in
grades 3 through 11; Science - once in grades 3 through 6, once in grades 7 through 8 and once in grades 9 through 11;
Social Studies - once in grades 3 though 6, once in grades 7 through 8, and once in grades 9 through 11.  Further applies the
level of achievement that determines student proficiency to all students.   Effective upon governor's signature.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Dual Referral RulesSenate House

13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H} 6.8(F)(1) >= $100,000 SGF Fiscal Cost {H & S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}


