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Proposed law will likely result in an indeterminable decrease in SGF expenditures in the Department of Public Safety and
Corrections - Correction Services if certain incarcerated defendants are authorized to appear in court by way of simultaneous
audio-visual transmission. The department reports the proposed law will reduce the number of court trips for offenders to
appear in court and any potential cost for equipment / technology incurred would be incidental. Proposed law is permissive,
not mandatory, and will not require an expenditure to outfit individual unequipped courts to facilitate simultaneous audio-
visual transmission.

Proposed law amends and reenacts certain parts of the Code of Criminal Procedure Articles and enacts Code of Criminal
Procedure Articles 556(E), 556.1(F), and 562, relative to the presence of the defendant, an incarcerated defendant’s
appearance at arraignment, the entry of his plea, and probation violation hearing. Proposed law authorizes the incarcerated
defendant to appear by way of simultaneous audio-visual transmission, provides for the procedure and requirements for
using simultaneous audio-visual transmission, provides for a defendant’s waiver of certain rights, provides for use of
electronic signatures and related matters.

Proposed law provides for upon request by the defendant or the attorney representing the defendant, the court shall provide
the opportunity for confidential communication between the defendant and the attorney representing him at any time prior to
or during the proceeding.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Dual Referral RulesSenate House

13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H} 6.8(F)(1) >= $100,000 SGF Fiscal Cost {H & S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}


