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Purpose of the Bill: Relative to the city courts of Abbeville, Kaplan, Crowley, Eunice, Rayne, and Lafayette; this bill
provides, notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary that interest earned on the civil fee accounts of the city courts
may be transferred annually by the judges to the general operational fund of the court and if a surplus of filing fees and costs
or unclaimed fees and costs have remained unclaimed for a period of three years or more in the civil fee account of the city
courts then the judges of the courts may transfer the amount of the surplus or unclaimed fees and costs to the general
operational fund of the court. These provisions shall not affect any claim or right granted to the claimant and each city court
shall remain liable to the full amount of any viable claim for unclaimed property in accordance with any other provision of
law.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. Through
communications with officials at each city court, the overall conclusion is that there will be no material impact on
expenditures.  This bill will basically remove certain restrictions on the use of funds in the civil fee accounts of the courts.

This bill may ultimately reduce General  Fund revenues.

There will be a one time transfer of approximately $300,000 from restricted funds of the individual courts to the general
operational funds of the individual courts named in this bill (this includes a transfer of $270,000 in unclaimed funds for the
Lafayette City Court). Therefore, there will be no impact to overall local government revenues. However, if these funds
were submitted as unclaimed property to the State Treasurer’s Office, a portion of the unclaimed property would ultimately
be available for General Fund use.
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