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Purpose of the Bill: This bill increases 25 fees for services provided by city court constables and marshals statewide related
to civil matters, except for certain excluded marshals. In addition, this bill provides that 60% of the funds collected from
certain fees are to be used by constables and marshals for equipment and officer training. Also, this bill provides that these
funds be deposited into an equipment and training fund and subject to and included in the constables’ and marshals’ annual
audit.

The increase in court costs/fees provided by the bill will become effective if and when the Judicial Council provides a
recommendation that the costs/fees meet applicable guidelines in its 2019 Report to the Louisiana Legislature.

There may be an increase in local governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.

This bill provides that 60% of the funds collected from certain fees are to be deposited into an equipment and training fund
and are to be used by constables and marshals for equipment and officer training (e.g., replacement of aging vehicles,
safety equipment). However, the increase in expenditures for each office may vary.

This bill also provides that money in the equipment and training fund will be subject to and included in the constables’ and
marshals’ annual audit. This provision will not increase expenditures as these funds are already subject to the annual audit
process.

There may be an increase in local government revenues as a result of this measure.

We identified 47 constables and marshals in the state to which this bill appears to be applicable. While we were unable to
determine the statewide impact of this bill, we obtained information from officials with three city marshal/constable offices
(see below) that indicated that their respective annual revenues may increase as follows:

Shreveport City Marshal = approximately $313,000
Hammond City Marshal = approximately $160,000
Bossier City Marshal = approximately $55,000
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