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2019 Regular Session

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 50

BY REPRESENTATIVE SMITH

INSURANCE/HEALTH:  Requests a study concerning health insurance coverage of
interpreter services for the deaf and hard of hearing in healthcare settings

1 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

2 To urge and request the Louisiana Department of Insurance to conduct a study concerning

3 health insurance coverage of interpreter services for the deaf and hard of hearing in

4 healthcare settings and to report findings of the study to the legislative committees

5 on insurance and on health and welfare.

6 WHEREAS, as affirmed in Act No. 146 of the 2017 Regular Session and Act No.

7 811 of the 2014 Regular Session, the Legislature of Louisiana intends that the deaf and hard

8 of hearing and all other persons with disabilities be treated with dignity and respect; and

9 WHEREAS, the policy of this state is to foster equality in access to services by all

10 people regardless of whether they have a disability; and

11 WHEREAS, equality in access to health services is vital to the well-being of all

12 communities in Louisiana; and

13 WHEREAS, having access to a qualified interpreter is often essential for a person

14 who is deaf or hard of hearing to receive necessary and appropriate treatment in a healthcare

15 setting; and

16 WHEREAS, health insurance coverage of interpreter services for the deaf and hard

17 of hearing in healthcare settings promotes access to health services consistent with the

18 policies and values of this state.

19 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby

20 urge and request the Louisiana Department of Insurance to conduct a study concerning
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1 health insurance coverage of interpreter services for the deaf and hard of hearing in

2 healthcare settings.

3 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the study shall consider, at minimum, the extent

4 to which such coverage is available currently in this state, the potential level of demand for

5 such coverage in this state, and the costs and benefits of an expansion of such coverage in

6 this state to meet potential demand.

7 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the study shall encompass privately issued

8 health insurance, state group benefits plans, Medicare and Medicare supplement plans, and

9 coverage offered by the Medicaid managed care organizations of this state.

10 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, if requested by the commissioner of insurance,

11 the following parties shall assist and collaborate in producing the study called for in this

12 Resolution:

13 (1)  The commissioner of administration or his designee.

14 (2)  The secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health or his designee.

15 (3)  The executive director of the Louisiana Commission for the Deaf or his designee.

16 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Louisiana Department of Insurance shall

17 issue a report of findings from the study called for in this Resolution to the House

18 Committee on Insurance, the Senate Committee on Insurance, the House Committee on

19 Health and Welfare, and the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare no later than sixty

20 days prior to the convening of the 2020 Regular Session of the Legislature of Louisiana.

21 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the

22 commissioner of insurance, the commissioner of administration, the secretary of the

23 Louisiana Department of Health, and to the executive director and each member of the

24 Louisiana Commission for the Deaf.

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services.  It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument.  The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent.  [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HCR 50 Original 2019 Regular Session Smith

Requests the La. Department of Insurance to conduct a study concerning health insurance
coverage of interpreter services for the deaf and hard of hearing in healthcare settings and
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to report findings of the study to the legislative committees on insurance and the legislative
committees on health and welfare.
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