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Present law authorizes the secretary to expedite enforcement for minor or moderate violations that result in the maximum
penalty of $1,500 per violation or an aggregate total of $5,000 per violator with respect to certain environmental violations.
Proposed law increases the maximum penalty from $1,500 per violation to $3,000 per violation or an aggregate total from
$3,000 per violator to $5,000 per violator.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. DEQ is not expected
to have any additional work resulting from this legislation. The Department of Justice (DOJ), which represents DEQ in the
event of civil actions, has determined any potential increase in legal work can be absorbed with existing staff and resources.

There will likely be an increase in revenues to the extent that violations are assessed and given the maximum penalty.
Revenues will continue to go into the statutorily dedicated Hazardous Waste Site Cleanup Fund.

DEQ indicated that some facilities who are penalized through the expedited penalty program have numerous violations that
exceed the current $3,000 maximum. In these situations, additional revenues may be collected if facilities accrue enough
violations to reach the $5,000 maximum proposed in this measure. In addition, this measure will assist the department in
expanding its expedited penalty program. The expansion of the program could free up agency resources and allow DEQ to
penalize more violators in a more expeditious manner and allow staff to devote more time to larger, more complex cases.

Expedited penalty collections were $254,195 in FY 17 and $197,30 in FY 18.
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