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There will be an indeterminable impact to the Office of Risk Management (ORM), the Louisiana Supreme Court ( LSC), and
the Attorney General (AG) as a result of the reduction in the jury threshold.

ORM reports an indeterminable impact associated with the lowering of the jury threshold as it is unknown whether this would
lead to an increase or decrease in jury trials; and/or an increase or decrease in settlements. ORM indicates that the
prevailing opinion is that defendants experience a greater opportunity for a fair trial before a jury.  Thus, the expansion of
the availability of jury trials may lead to more settlement of cases involving significant injuries, possibly lowering the
expenditures of ORM.  However, the lowering of the jury threshold could lead to an increase in jury trials actually conducted,
which would increase the expenditures of ORM due to increased attorney’s fees and associated litigation costs. Therefore,
any expenditure increase or decrease to ORM is indeterminable at this time.

The AG’s office reports there will be an increase in expenditures as a result of the reduction of the jury threshold.
The AG indicates that virtually all of their cases would be eligible for a jury trial.  The AG anticipates needing an additional 9
attorneys, 9 paralegals, with associated operating expenses and acquisitions for an annual total of $1.8M (1 attorney and 1
paralegal for each of the satellite offices,and 4 attorneys and 4 paralegals for each subject matter area in the main office).
It is unknown how many cases will actually qualify for a jury trial; how many will actually go to trial; and the extent to which
it increases the AG’s workload.  The LFO recognizes a potential workload adjustment for the AG; however, the LFO is unable
to substantiate the level of resources needed by the AG’s office.

Based on information received from the LSC, district judges anticipate the lowered jury trial threshold will result in increased
requests for jury trials, which are docketed in a limited manner.  As a result, the increased demand for jury trials may lead
to a delay in trials and backlogged dockets, potentially necessitating more judgeships which would require funding via the
SGF.  However, because the extent to which there will be additional trials as a result of the proposed law is indeterminable,
the overall effect it will have on dockets, and the prospective need for additional judgeships is similarly indeterminable.

Proposed legislation reduces the jury trial threshold from $50,000 to $20,000.

Effective January 1, 2021.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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