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Present law provides for the Louisiana Telehealth Access Act which authorizes professional or occupational licensing boards
to promulgate rules necessary to provide for, promote, and regulate the use of telehealth in the delivery of services and
within the scope of practice of the individual health care providers under their jurisdiction. Proposed law retains present law
and adds licensed hearing aid dealers to the definition of health care provider included in the Louisiana Telehealth Access
Act. Present law provides for powers and duties of the Louisiana Board for Hearing Aid Dealers. Proposed law retains present
law and adds reference to the board's authority to promulgate rules for the provision of telehealth services in accordance
with the Louisiana Telehealth Access Act.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.

Proposed legislation adds licensed hearing aid dealers to the definition of health care providers within the bounds of the
Louisiana Telehealth Access Act. This permits licensed hearing aid dealers to perform their allowed scope of services
remotely, using the same standard of care as if services were provided in person.

The Louisiana Board of Hearing Aid Dealers expects no impact to state expenditures as a result of proposed legislation, and
proposed legislation is unlikely to influence expenditures pertaining to state health care programs such as Medicaid or state
employee and retiree health benefits. While new designation of licensed hearing aid dealers as health care providers under
the Louisiana Telehealth Access Act may increase patients’ ease-of-access to services, market fundamentals for these
services remain unchanged; proposed legislation is not anticipated to increase the supply of licensed hearing aid dealers nor
the patient demand for such services so long as the same standard of care as in-person services is maintained. Anticipated
long-term market impacts are indeterminate but likely nominal.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Provides relative to telehealth services provided by licensed hearing aid dealers. (8/1/21)
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