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Present law (habitual offender law) provides that any person who, after having been convicted of a felony, thereafter
commits any subsequent felony within La., upon conviction shall be subject to certain enhanced penalties.

Proposed law makes the imposition of specific sentencing terms as provided in present law permissive, when the conviction
of the offender is a second, third, fourth, or subsequent felony conviction. Provides that the court’s authority with regard to
sentencing offenders and vacating the previous sentence be permissive. Eliminates the mandatory requirement but still
allows any sentence under present law to be at hard labor without benefit of probation or suspension of sentence. Removes
the prohibition on persons convicted of a felony from being qualified for elected public office or to take elected public office.
Eliminates the mandatory requirement but still allows the court to state for the record the reasons for finding the sentence
imposed would be constitutionally excessive.

There may be an indeterminable decrease to SGF expenditures for the Department of Safety & Corrections - Corrections
Services (DPS&C) with the removal of mandatory enhancements for felons on subsequent felony convictions. The exact
fiscal impact of this legislation is indeterminable as it is unknown how many judges may impose shorter sentences on
habitual offenders. However, any offender whose sentence is shortened at the discretion of a judge would save DPS&C
$26.39 per day per offender and $9,632 annually ($26.39 per day per offender x 365 days) for those in adult local housing;
and $67.36 per day per offender and $24,586 annually ($67.36 per day per offender x 365 days) for those in a state facility.

There may be an increase in self-generated revenue to the Department of Public Safety & Corrections - Adult Probation and
Parole (probation) to the extent habitual offenders receive shortened sentences under the proposed legislation. The
probation department would realize an increase in fees paid by parolees and probationers. The exact fiscal impact is
indeterminable because the number of offenders who may be released and the amount of monthly fees charged is unknown.
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