
Fiscal Note
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL OFFICE

Date:
Dept./Agy.:

Fiscal Note On: HB 533216 HLS 21RS

DUPLESSISAuthor:

Subject:

Judicial Districts
Court costs - Juveniles

June 9, 2021 4:59 PM

ENROLLEDBill Text Version:

Opp. Chamb. Action:

Proposed Amd.:

Sub. Bill For.:

Analyst: Rebecca Robinson

Proposed law temporarily suspends the following costs/fees assessed against any juvenile: court costs, costs/fees for witness
fees, a court appointed attorney, a physical or mental examination, parole or probation supervision fees, cost of in custody
care, participation in a youth court program, and medical care. Exempts fines or restitution related to juvenile delinquency
cases; as well as fines involving traffic violations or child support cases. The suspension of costs/fees shall begin on July 1,
2021 and shall sunset on June 30, 2026.

There is no anticipated direct material effect of governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. While proposed law does not
directly impact state or local governmental expenditures, it does eliminate revenues used to support certain functions within multiple state
and local agencies (see revenue discussion below). OJJ reports that it expends approximately $138,484 annually in manpower to collect
and process fees.  The LFO assumes costs associated with this activity will no longer be necessary with enactment of proposed law.

Note: To the extent the legislature continues to fund other state activities in impacted agencies at the same level in subsequent fiscal
years, the funding sources supporting the base expenditures must be replaced by SGF or another revenue source to supplant the lost
revenues generated by administrative fees, costs, and taxes related to juvenile delinquency. These activities would compete for annual
SGF resources along with other significant SGF supported services. Likewise, local agencies would require local governing authorities to
supplant any loss of funds from general operating revenues in order to maintain current activity levels.

There will be a decrease in self-generated revenues to the Office of Juvenile Justice (OJJ) as a result of the proposed measure. OJJ
currently collects revenue related to Supervision Fees and Costs of Care and Treatment for juveniles in custody. Proposed law eliminates
the assessment of those fees/costs. If enacted, OJJ will either be required to make a reduction in expenditures associated with community
based services offered to juveniles under its supervision or receive a replacement appropriation (presumed to be SGF) to maintain those
services at current levels.

For illustrative purposes, OJJ reports an approximate average of $469,511 collected in fees for Cost of Care and Supervision in FY 19 and
FY 20.

Supervision Fees Cost of Care Reimbursement Total Collected
FY 19 $93,805 $350,108 $443,913
FY 20 $83,112 $411,996 $495,108
Average $88,459 $381,052 $469,511

There will be an indeterminable decrease in self-generated revenues to District Attorneys, the Louisiana Public Defender Board, Clerks of
Courts, Sheriff’s Departments, and other local governmental entities as a result of the fees/costs not being assessed to juveniles.
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