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Current law provides the penalty of a sentence of imprisonment at hard labor for not less than five nor more than 20 years
without the benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence (PPS) and a fine of not less than $1,000 nor more than
$5,000 for a person convicted of the crime of possession of a firearm or carrying of a concealed weapon by a person
convicted of certain felonies.

Proposed law amends current law to provide a minimum sentence of imprisonment at hard labor for not less than ten years
for a person convicted of the crime of possession of a firearm or carrying of a concealed weapon by a felon. Proposed law
amends current law to impose a sentence of imprisonment (for not less than 10 nor more than 20 years without the benefit
of PPS) to be served consecutively with the remaining balance of any prior sentence for a person who, while on probation or
parole for a prior offense, is convicted of the crime of possession of a firearm or carrying of a concealed weapon by a felon.

Proposed law will likely result in an indeterminable increase in SGF expenditures in the Department of Public Safety and
Corrections – Corrections Services (DPSC – CS) to the extent a person is convicted and sentenced to imprisonment for
committing the crime of being in possession of a firearm or carrying a concealed weapon as a person convicted of certain
felonies. Proposed law has the effect of increasing the minimum number of years of imprisonment from five years to ten
years without probation, parole, or suspension of sentence, which will extend the minimum stays of incarceration for those
convicted and double SGF expenditures associated with minimum stays of incarceration. The exact fiscal impact of the
passage of this legislation is indeterminable, since it is not known how many people will be convicted or the length of
sentences imposed on those who are convicted as a result of this change to present law.

SGF expenditures will increase by $101.76 per offender per day to the extent that an offender is convicted and then housed
in a state facility or $26.39 per offender per day for an offender housed in a local facility. An offender sentenced to the
custody of the DPSC – CS for one year would increase expenditures by $37,142.40 ($101.76 per day x 365 days) if housed
in a state facility and $9,632.35 ($26.39 per day x 365 days) if housed in a local facility.

Proposed law will likely result in an indeterminable increase in local revenues as a result of variable fines for offenders who
are convicted of possession of a firearm or carrying a concealed weapon as a person convicted of certain felonies. While the
proposed law retains mandatory fines of no less than $1,000 nor less than $5,000 for each conviction, the exact fiscal
impact of the passage of this legislation on local revenue is indeterminable because fines imposed can vary in each instance
of conviction.  The potential revenue will accrue to the local governing authority.
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