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HB 133 Original 2024 Regular Session Green

Abstract:  Allows all candidates for a party primary office to qualify by filing a notice of candidacy
accompanied either by a nominating petition or by the qualifying fee and any additional fee
imposed if the notice is not accompanied by a nominating petition.

Present law for elections other than for a party primary office, provides that a person who desires to
become a candidate in a primary election shall qualify as a candidate by timely filing a notice of
candidacy, which shall be accompanied either by a nominating petition or by the qualifying fee and
any additional fee imposed if the notice is not accompanied by a nominating petition.  Present law
requires that signatures be acquired on the petition not more than 120 days before the qualifying
period.  Present law, relative to offices that are party primary offices, provides that the number of
qualified voters who must timely sign a nominating petition is (a) for U.S. Senate–5,000,  not less
than 500 of which shall be from each of the congressional districts into which the state is divided and
(b) for U.S. House, membership on PSC or BESE, and supreme court justice–1000 from within the
respective district.

Present law provides that for a person who is not registered as being affiliated with a political party
recognized pursuant to present law (R.S. 18:441(C)) and who desires to become a candidate in the
general election for a party primary office, present law provides that such a person may qualify as
a candidate by filing a notice of candidacy accompanied by a nominating petition signed by persons
who are qualified to vote on the office the potential candidate seeks and who are not affiliated with
a political party recognized pursuant to present law (R.S. 18:441(C)).  

Proposed law additionally allows a person who is not registered as being affiliated with a political
party recognized pursuant to present law (R.S. 18:441(C)) to qualify for a party primary office by
filing a notice of candidacy accompanied by the qualifying fee and any additional fee.  Proposed law
further specifies that signatures be acquired on a nominating petition not more than 120 days before
the qualifying period opens for candidates in the party primary election and otherwise retains present
law.

Present law, for a person who is registered as being affiliated with political party recognized pursuant
to present law (R.S. 18:441(C)) and who desires to become a candidate in a party primary office,
provides as follows:

(1) Allows for qualifying by filing a notice of candidacy accompanied by either a nominating
petition or by the qualifying fee and any additional fee.



(2) Provides that only persons who are affiliated with same recognized political party as the
potential candidate and who are qualified to vote on the office may sign a nominating
petition for a potential candidate.

(3) Requires that such signatures be acquired on the petition not more than 120 days before the
qualifying period opens for candidates in the party primary election.

Proposed law retains present law.

Effective when present law (Act No. 1 of the 2024 1st E.S.) becomes effective.

(Amends R.S. 18:410.8)


