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HLS 24RS-549 ORIGINAL

2024 Regular Session
HOUSE BILL NO. 570

BY REPRESENTATIVE BILLINGS

VOTING/REGISTRATION: Provides for the change of party affiliation prior to the close
of registration

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 18:521(B)(2), relative to the qualification of a voter to vote on
a candidate for membership on a political party committee; to provide for the change
of party registration prior to the close of registration; and to provide for related
matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 18:521(B)(2) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§521. Qualifications of voters

% % %

(2) The qualification of a voter to vote on a candidate for membership on a
political party committee shall be subject to the following provisions:
(a) A change of party affiliation in his registration shall not-permit qualify

the registrant to vote for any candidate for membership on a committee of the

political party to which he has thus affiliated withinthirty days—afterthedateon

samepertodhemaynot only if the change in the registrant's party affiliation is made

prior to the close of registration as provided in R.S. 18:135. A change of party

affiliation made prior to the close of registration shall make the voter ineligible to
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vote for any candidate for membership on a party committee for the political party
which he has renounced and abandoned, and the registrar shall so inform hims.
(b) A designation of party affiliation by a registrant previously not affiliated

with a party renders the registrant eligible to vote in the election next following the

designation whichisatteastthirty daysafter the dateomwhich the registrarnotes the
party—affihratrononthe-origmal—appleation—form;—and only if the change in the

registrant's party affiliation is made prior to the close of registration as provided in

R.S. 18:135.

(c) A designation of no party affiliation by a registrant previously affiliated

with a party shall be effective for elections-hetd-atteastthirty days-afterthe-date-on

Purmg-thtssameperrod-he-matnot an election only if the change in the registrant's

party affiliation is made prior to the close of registration as provided in R.S. 18:135.

A change of party affiliation made prior to the close of registration shall make the

voter ineligible to vote for any candidate for membership on a party committee for

the political party which he has renounced and abandoned, and the registrar shall so

inform him.

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HB 570 Original 2024 Regular Session Billings

Abstract: Authorizes a registered voter to vote for membership on the political party
committee of his registered affiliation if his designation or change of affiliation is
made prior to the close of registration.

Present law requires the registrar to close voter registration 30 days prior to an election,
except in the case of electronic registration, which shall close 20 days prior to an election.
Authorizes a registrant to register with or without a party designation and requires the
registrant to make application to change his party registration with the registrar.

Present law provides that a voter may vote in an election for a political party committee of
the party with which he is affiliated if his affiliation is noted by the registrar at least 30 days
before the election. Applies whether the registrant changes from one party affiliation to
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another, affiliates with a party after having not been affiliated with any party, or selects no
party affiliation after having been affiliated with a party.

Proposed law provides that if the change is made prior to the close of registration, whether
it be 30 days prior to the election or 20 days in the case of electronic registration, he may

vote on the membership of the political party committee of his new affiliation.

(Amends R.S. 18:521(B)(2))
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