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2024 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 657

BY REPRESENTATIVE AMEDEE

CULTURE/FRENCH:  Provides relative to the membership, powers and duties, and
reporting requirements of the Council for the Development of French in Louisiana
(CODOFIL)

1 AN ACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 25:652(A)(introductory paragraph) and 655 and to enact R.S.

3 25:652(A)(17) through (22) and 653(F), relative to the Council for the Development

4 of French in Louisiana; to provide for the membership of the council; to provide for

5 the duties, powers, and functions of the council; to provide for the reporting

6 requirements of the council; and to provide for related matters.

7 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

8 Section 1.  R.S. 25:652(A)(introductory paragraph) and 655 are hereby amended and

9 reenacted and R.S. 25:652(A)(17) through (22) and 653(F) are hereby enacted to read as

10 follows:

11 §652.  Membership; appointment; terms; vacancies; compensation

12 A.  The council shall be composed of twenty-three twenty-nine members as

13 follows:

14 *          *          *

15 (17)  One member appointed by Télé-Louisiane.

16 (18)  One member appointed by l'Assemblée de la Louisiane.

17 (19)  One member appointed by École Pointe-au-Chien.

18 (20)  One member appointed by the Alliance Française of New Orleans.
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1 (21)  One member appointed by the state-recognized Pointe-au-Chien Indian

2 Tribe.

3 (22)  One member appointed by the state-recognized Jean Charles Choctaw

4 Nation.

5 *          *          *

6 §653.  Duties, powers, and functions

7 *          *          *

8 F.  The council or its staff shall each year meet with the school boards of each

9 parish identified in R.S. 25:651(C)(5) where no French immersion program exists

10 in order to provide information on the opening of a French immersion program and

11 assist in the process for doing so.  The council or its staff shall also meet with charter

12 school organizations, parent groups, or other stakeholders for this purpose.

13 *          *          *

14 §655.  Annual report

15 The council shall submit an annual report to the governor, the lieutenant

16 governor, the president of the Senate, the speaker of the House of Representatives,

17 the chairman of the Senate Committee on Education, and the chairman of the House

18 Committee on Education, not later than March first, regarding all actions taken and

19 progress made toward achieving the purposes and duties set for the council in this

20 Chapter.  The report shall be prepared by the staff of the council and shall include

21 specific, numeric metrics of progress toward achieving the purposes provided in R.S.

22 25:651(C), particularly including the number of new French immersion schools per

23 year and the number of new parishes with programs as well as the specific outreach

24 efforts undertaken to expand French immersion to new communities.

Page 2 of 3

CODING:  Words in struck through type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.



HLS 24RS-579 ORIGINAL
HB NO. 657

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services.  It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument.  The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent.  [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HB 657 Original 2024 Regular Session Amedee

Abstract:  Increases the membership of the Council for the Development of French in La.
(CODOFIL) and expands the powers, duties, functions, and reporting responsibilities
of the council.

Present law creates CODOFIL within the Dept. of Culture, Recreation and Tourism with the
purpose to preserve, promote, and develop Louisiana's French and Creole culture, heritage,
and language.

Present law provides for the appointment of 23 members of the council.

Proposed law provides for the addition of six members to the council as follows:

(1) One member appointed by Télé-Louisiane.

(2) One member appointed by l'Assemblée de la Louisiane.

(3) One member appointed by École Pointe-au-Chien.

(4) One member appointed by the Alliance Française of New Orleans.

(5) One member appointed by the state-recognized Pointe-au-Chien Indian Tribe.

(6) One member appointed by the state-recognized Jean Charles Choctaw Nation.

Proposed law requires the council or its staff to annually meet with the school boards of each
of the parishes specified in present law where no French immersion program exists, charter
school organizations, parent groups, or other stakeholders in order to provide information
on and assistance with the process of creating such programs.

Present law requires the council to submit an annual report to the governor, the president of
the Senate, the speaker of the House, the chairman of the Senate Committee on Education,
and the chairman of the House Committee on Education regarding all actions taken and
progress made towards achieving the purposes and duties of the council

Proposed law adds the lieutenant governor as a recipient of the council's annual report.
Requires the council staff to prepare the report and include specific numeric metrics of
progress, including the following:

(1) The number of new French immersion schools per year

(2) The number of new parishes with French immersion programs

(3) The specific outreach efforts undertaken to expand French immersion to new
communities.

(Amends R.S. 25:652(A)(intro. para.) and 655; Adds R.S. 25:652(A)(17)-(22) and 653(F))

Page 3 of 3

CODING:  Words in struck through type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.


