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Proposed law revises the children’s code. Proposed law requires a judge at first hearing to advise a child of their rights. If
the child has been placed in foster care, they are to be provided an individualized age specific case plan. Proposed law
provides that the court may disapprove the placement of a child on its own motion of a party for good cause shown after a
contradictory hearing. The party’s motion shall be in writing. Proposed law provides for guardianship provisions. Proposed
law provides that the child and each identified parent shall have the right to be represented by separate council in a
termination proceeding. Counsel for the child shall have the authority to represent the child throughout the termination
proceedings and any appellate review. Proposed law provides that within 72 hours after admission of any minor to a
treatment facility by emergency certificate, copies of the physician’s and coroner’s emergency certificates shall be delivered
by the facility by personal delivery, email, or facsimile to the Mental Health Advocacy Service (MHAS) office located nearest
to the treatment facility.

Present law provides that the court may disapprove the placement of a child on its own motion for good cause. This
measure adds that a motion of a party may also disapprove the placement of a child. This proposed law may increase
expenditures by an indeterminable, but minimal, amount in the clerks of court offices related to increased motions and
filings, in addition to court costs to conduct additional evaluations, contradictory hearings, and reporting.

In addition, the proposed law provides that the court shall not commit a child in state custody to a mental institution without
a contradictory hearing and notice to the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH), bureau of legal services. The measure
further ensures that children placed in a mental institution are provided a psychological or psychiatric evaluation before
committing the child to an institution for intellectual disabilities or mental illness and requires LDH to be notified of the
placement. Information provided by LDH, Office of Behavioral Health indicates no anticipated additional expenditures under
this measure, as the assessment/evaluation is not a new requirement.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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