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Proposed law requires the monies that were awarded from the Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) to a full-
time enrolled student at college or university who fails to maintain their eligibility to receive the award, be deposited into the
Louisiana Early Childhood Education Fund. The canceled award amount must be transferred within sixty days of its receipt by
the institution.

Proposed law would take effect beginning with the 2024-25 school year.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. Appropriations for
the Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) are made annually from a combination of SGF and Dedications out of
the TOPS Fund. The appropriation is based on projections on utilization for each of the award levels. Should a student’s
TOPS award be canceled, no further funding is sent to the institution on behalf of that student and the student would not be
considered for funding in future years without going through a successful appeal of the cancelation.

There is no anticipated direct change in revenue from the proposed legislation. As part of the TOPS billing process, an
institution submits its TOPS eligible enrollment list to the Office of Student Financial Assistance (LOSFA) after the census day
following the 14th day of classes during a semester. Following verification, the TOPS award funding is remitted to the
institution. Only full-time enrolled students who have maintained TOPS eligibility are included in the billing amount. Based on
the current processing procedure for TOPS billing, it would not be possible for LOSFA or the postsecondary institutions to
remit any funding to the Early Childhood Education Fund.
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Dual Referral RulesSenate House

13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S & H} 6.8(F)(1) >= $100,000 SGF Fiscal Cost {H & S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S & H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}


