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The proposed law amends the definition of "debt" or "evidence of debt" for the purposes of laws requiring State Bond
Commission approval of debt that local governments and other political subdivisions seek to incur. The changes include
removing the specificity that leases or installment purchase agreements must be for movables to be excluded from the
definition of debt, as long as they contain a nonappropriation clause and do not contain an anti-substitution or penalty
clause. Additionally, concession agreements or other agreements/obligations based on usage payments and monthly terms,
or not required to be categorized as long-term debt by the GASB, are also excluded from the definition of debt. However, if
any of these agreements are entered into in conjunction with the issuance of bonds, notes, or certificates that would
otherwise require State Bond Commission approval, the commission's approval of the transaction will still be required. The
proposed law would apply both prospectively and retroactively.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. The bill modifies the
definition of "debt" or "evidence of debt" for the purposes of local government finance and the requirement for State Bond
Commission approval. However, modifying the definition may potentially reduce the number of applications requiring State
Bond Commission approval.

The revenue impact on the Office of State Bond Commission, which relies solely on application and closing fees, is
indeterminable. While the proposed legislation may reduce the number of applications requiring approval, thereby
decreasing revenue from fees, the extent of this reduction is unknown due to the expanded definition of non-debt
agreements.

Also, since the provisions of the bill would apply both prospectively and retroactively, it might impact some existing
agreements that were previously considered debt. The retroactive application could potentially affect the revenue streams
associated with those agreements, but the direction and magnitude of the impact would depend on the specific
circumstances of each agreement.
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