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Proposed legislation removes provisions allowing nonpublic schools participating in the Louisiana Giving All True Opportunity
to Rise (LA GATOR) Program to select an assessment aligned with the institution’s program of study and instead directs the
Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) to develop a process for annual administration of all examinations required by
the school and district accountability system at prescribed grade levels for LA GATOR student participants attending
nonpublic schools. Proposed legislation additionally requires LDOE to develop a scholarship cohort index using test scores for
all participating students and the scale applicable to public schools and assign a corresponding letter grade to each nonpublic
participating school. These letter grades are to be published at the same time and in the same manner as those for public
schools.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. The Louisiana
Department of Education (LDOE) reports the assessment based scholarship cohort index required in the proposed legislation
is currently used for the Student Scholarships for Educational Excellence Program (SSEEP). Applying this procedure to the
LA GATOR program can be done at no additional cost to the department.

The LA GATOR scholarship program currently includes the cost of required examinations as an allowable use of student
account funds. LDOE is already charged with coordination of the annual administration of assessments for participating
students. The change from permitting nonpublic schools from selecting assessments aligned with the school’s program of
study to the annual administration of all examinations required by the school and district accountability system at prescribed
grade levels will not result in an additional cost to the state.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Provides relative to student assessment and school accountability with respect to the Louisiana Giving All True Opportunity
to Rise (LA GATOR) Scholarship Program
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