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Current law provides for a determination of substantial financial hardship relative to the imposition and enforcement of financial obligations
imposed upon an offender as part of a criminal sentence, incarceration, or as a condition of the offender’s release on probation or parole;
applies only to defendants convicted of offenses classified as felonies under current law. Proposed law adds misdemeanors as an offense
to which current law applies.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.

Office of the State Public Defender - District Defenders
Proposed law will result in an indeterminable decrease in Local revenues to district defender offices of the public defender relative to
special court costs assessed for misdemeanor convictions. Proposed law has the effect of potentially waiving all or any portion of the
financial obligation assessed for costs of court for adults convicted of misdemeanors. For example, in FY 24, district defender offices
received $18.2 M in Local revenues from special court costs assessed upon conviction. Of this $18.2 M, 76% are derived from traffic
tickets, leaving a remaining $4.4 M in revenues generated for conviction user fees specific to adult felony and misdemeanor convictions.
Adult misdemeanors represent 41.37% of all cases closed in FY 24, and applying this percentage to the remaining $4.4 M in revenues
from conviction user fees, the proposed law’s impact may result in a reduction to Local revenues to district defender offices at $1.8 M.

Total Conviction User Fees - FY 24                       $18,233,251
Traffic Tickets (76%) - x 0.76                            $13,857,271
Total CUF (Adult Felonies and Misdemeanors)          $  4,375,980

Adult Misdemeanor CUFs (41.37%) - x 0.4137  =  $  1,810,343

Note: The above figure may be reduced or increased, contingent on the total amount of conviction user fees attributable to adult
misdemeanor convictions in any fiscal year, and the number of instances in which a court provides a partial waiver of court costs or
establishes payment plans for adult misdemeanor convictions after a judicial determination is made of substantial financial hardship.
Revenue generated from conviction user fees fluctuates, year to year.

Clerks of Court
Proposed law will result in an indeterminable decrease in Local revenues to clerks of court relative to court costs assessed for adult
misdemeanor offenses. Proposed law has the effect of waiving $50 in costs normally assessed by clerks of court for each adult
misdemeanor criminal filing. The exact fiscal impact to Local revenues to clerks of court is indeterminable, because it is unknown the
number of adult misdemeanor filings that will occur in the clerks of court and the number of instances in which a court provides a partial
waiver of court costs or establishes payment plans for adult misdemeanor convictions after a judicial determination is made of substantial
financial hardship.
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