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Proposed legislation increases the penalty for simple arson of a religious building by increasing the fine from $15,000 to
$20,000 and increasing the term of imprisonment at hard labor from a range of two (2) to 15 years to a range of eight (8)
to 30 years. Proposed legislation provides that when injury or death results from a violation, the offender shall be fined up to
$20,000 and imprisoned for not less than 12 years nor more than 20 years, with at least two years of the sentence to be
served without the benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence.

Proposed legislation may result in an indeterminable increase in SGF expenditures in the Department of Public Safety &
Corrections-Corrections Services (DPS&C-CS), to the extent that individuals commit the crime of simple arson of a religious
building. Proposed legislation increases the penalty for simple arson of a religious building and establishes a felony-level
offense when injury or death results from such arson. The maximum sentence for a conviction for simple arson of a religious
building is increasing from a fine of $15,000 to $20,000 and increasing the term of imprisonment with hard labor from a
range of two (2) to 15 years to a range of eight (8) to 30 years. The maximum sentence for a conviction involving an injury
or death is a fine of up to $20,000, imprisonment at hard labor for not less than 12 nor more than 30 years. The exact fiscal
impact is indeterminable, as it is unknown how many people will be convicted or the length of sentences assessed with those
convictions as a result of its potential enactment.

To the extent that offenders sustain a conviction for violation of the proposed legislation, DPS&C-CS will sustain an
indeterminable increase in expenditures. For those convicted, sentenced, and then subsequently housed in a state facility,
DPS&C-CS will sustain expenditures of $107.60 per offender per day. For those housed in local facilities, DPS&C-CS will
sustain expenditures of $29.39 per offender per day.

Proposed legislation may result in an indeterminable increase in local revenues due to convictions for simple arson of a
religious building, including cases in which injury or death results from such arson. The exact fiscal impact of the passage of
this legislation on local revenue is indeterminable because the amount of the fines, if imposed, may vary. The potential
revenue will accrue to the local governing authority.
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