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Proposed law may increase local governmental expenditures by an indeterminable amount beginning in FY 27 due to the requirement for a
child’s full medical record, including documentation of any immunizations administered to the child within ninety days before the child’s
death, be included in the autopsy report.

The Louisiana Coroner’s Association (LCA) previously indicated that the additional administrative workload associated with documenting
immunizations administered to children under the age of 15 who die unexpectedly and without explanation could be absorbed within
existing staff and resources. However, the additional requirement to obtain and include a child’s complete medical record may result in
increased administrative workload and associated expenditures in FY 27 and subsequent fiscal years.

Note: The LFO is unable to determine the precise expenditure impact associated with the additional documentation and reporting
requirements established by the proposed law due to limited available information. Any fiscal impact will depend upon the number of
children who die unexpectedly and without explanation within each parish in a given fiscal year, as well as the scope and complexity of
each medical record.

The LCA reports that the responsibility to pay for the coroners’ operations was made clear in a Supreme Court decision (Carriere v. St.
Landry Parish Police Jury), which provided that the parish of domicile of the decedent or the municipality of the decedent is the proper
governmental entity responsible for paying these operational costs.

Proposed law requires that any autopsy report, as provided in R.S. 44:19, for a child under the age of 15 who dies unexpectedly without
explanation shall include the child’s full medical record, including documentation of any immunizations administered to the child within 90
days before the child’s death. The coroner or any individual contracted to perform an autopsy on behalf of the coroner, including but not
limited to forensic pathologist or his designee, shall be granted access to the child’s immunization records in the state immunization
registry. Proposed law requires that if a coroner finds that the cause of death was Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, Sudden Unexpected
Infant Death, Sudden Arrhythmic Death Syndrome, or Sudden Death in the Young, he shall report the case to the Louisiana Department of
Health (LDH). LDH is required to report the case to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the National Institutes of Health’s
Sudden Unexpected Infant Death and Sudden Death in the Young Case Registry. The inclusion of an immunization record in any report
shall not imply cause of death. Proposed law modifies present law regarding authorization of release of immunization records by adding
coroners or any individual contracted to perform an autopsy on behalf of a coroner to the list of individuals who have access to
immunization records without the written consent of a client. Effective August 1, 2026.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure. Without a source of state funding to
support the additional duties required by parish coroners, local governments would be required to identify, shift or create a financing
mechanism to pay for any potential increased costs.
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