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Fiscal Note

Proposed law creates the Preservation of Religious Freedom Act.  The bill provides that government may not substantially
burden a person's exercise of religion, even if the burden results from a facially neutral rule or a rule of general applicability,
unless it demonstrates that application of the burden to the person is essential to further a compelling governmental interest
and is the least restrictive means of furthering that compelling governmental interest.  The bill establishes definitions related
to the Religious Freedom Act.  The legislation applies to all state laws and local ordinances.  Burdened parties may assert
their violation as a claim or defense in judicial proceedings including injunctive/declaratory relief and actual damages
including reasonable attorney fees and costs.  The bill describes procedures required to bring an action to court and that
provisions of the Louisiana Governmental Claim Act shall apply to the proposed law.  Proposed law provides that it shall not
affect, interpret, or in any way address that portion of the First Amendment to the U. S. Constitution  and provides that the
provisions of proposed law are severable.  Effective August 15, 2010.

The proposed legislation is unlikely to significantly affect state and local governmental expenditures.  According to the 
Louisiana Attorney General, the bill could result in a moderate increase in litigation against the State and State agencies
because the bill creates a new cause of action for violations of religious liberties under certain defined circumstances.
However, the Office of the Attorney General anticipates the increase in litigation will not be substantial and the impact to
state expenditures will be minimal including any impact on the court system.  The Attorney General’s office also reports they
can meet the bill’s requirements with existing staff and resources.  The Louisiana Police Jury Association reports that the bill
will not significantly affect local governmental expenditures.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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