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SLS11RS-99 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2011
SENATE BILL NO. 118

BY SENATOR MILLS

MUNICIPALITIES. Establishes adowntown development district for the municipality of
St. Martinville. (8/15/11)

AN ACT

To enact R.S. 33:2740.40, relative to St. Martin Parish; to create the St. Martinville
Downtown Development District within the parish; to provide relative to the
boundaries, purpose, and powers and duties of the district; to provide relative to
district funding, including the authority to levy taxes; and to provide for related
matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.

Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana

Section 1. R.S. 33:2740.40 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

82740.40. St. Martinville Downtown Development District

A. Intent. Thelegidaturehereby findsand declaresthat it is necessary

for the public health, safety, and welfare of the city of St. Martinville that the

property valuedeterioration in thedowntown ar eabehalted and that thecauses

of such deterioration be halted.

B. Creation. (1) The St. Martinville Downtown Development District,

hereinafter referred to as the "district", is hereby created for the primary

pur pose of redevelopment of the central businessdistrict.
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(2) Theboundariesof thedistrict shall bethat areawithin and including

thefollowing perimeters: Railroad St.toBayou Techeto Denbas St. to L ewis St.

and Washington St. and back to Railroad St.

C. Governance. (1) Thegoverning authority of the district shall be a

board consisting of seven members, referred toin this Section asthe " board" ,

appointed as follows:

(a) The governing authority of St. Martinville shall appoint three

members.

(b) Themayor of St. Martinville shall appoint one member.

(c) The state representative for the House of Representatives district

which encompasses all or the greater portion of the area of the district shall

appoint one member.

(d) The state senator for the Senate district encompassing all or the

greater portion of the area of thedistrict shall appoint one member.

(e) Theparish president of St. Martin Parish shall appoint onemember.

(2) Theappointments made pur suant to Subpar agr aphs (1)(b) through

(e) of thisSubsection shall besubject to confir mation by thegover ning authority

of St. Martinville.

(3) If any appointing authority fails to make an appointment within

thirty daysafter notification by theboard of avacancy, thegoverningauthority

of St. Martinville may appoint amember of itsown choosing. Each member of

the board shall be a registered voter of St. Martin Parish. The appointing

authority may remove any member for cause.

(4) Termsof membersshall befour years, except for initial termswhich

shall beasfollows: oneshall beappointed for aterm of oneyear, twofor aterm

of two years, two for aterm of threeyears, and two for aterm of four yearsas

determined by lot at thefirst meeting of theboard. Vacanciesoccurring prior

to the expiration of a term shall be filled in the manner of the original

appointment for theremainder of the unexpired term.

Page 2 of 7
Coding: Words which are struek-throtgh are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and under scored are additions.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

SLS11RS-99 ORIGINAL

SB NO. 118

(5) Theboard shall elect a chairman, avice chairman, and a secr etar y-

treasurer from among its members. Officers shall serve one-year terms but

shall be €ligible for reelection. The board shall adopt such rules for the

transaction of itsbusiness asit deems necessary and shall keep a record of its

resolutions, transactions, studies, findings, and deter minations, which record

shall be a publicrecord.

(6) Theboard may employ or contract with an executive dir ector and

set his compensation and terms of employment. Notwithstanding any other

provision of law to the contrary, the board may establish the term of such

contract. Theboard also may employ such other employeesasar e necessary to

carry out the functions of thedistrict as authorized by the board.

D. Redevelopment activities. (1) In order to effectuate the purposes of

this Section, the board shall have the specific authority provided in R.S.

33:4625(F); such authority shall be exercised solely within the district.

(2) The board shall formulate a redevelopment plan or plans for the

district and submit any plan to the governing authority of St. Martinville for

review. Theboard shall formulate a program or programsto implement any

redevelopment plan. Such aprogram shall implement thevariousplansin such

a manner as to aid and encourage private development of the area and to

promote and coor dinate public development. In formulating such a program,

theboard may conduct studiesand may consult with all departmentsof thecity

of St. Martinvilleand other public or private agencies concer ned with matters

affecting or affected by the program.

(3) After adoption of the development program, the board may

implement any portion thereof in such manner asshall, in itsjudgment, most

likely accomplish the program. To that end, the district may employ or

contract with engineers, architects, attorneys, underwriters, and other

professionals necessary for the financing and implementation of the

construction, renovation, maintenance, or oper ation of facilitiesdescribedin the
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redevelopment plan and may contract in accordance with law for the

construction, renovation, maintenance, or oper ation of the facilities.

(4) Theboard shall prepare each year an annual budget in accordance

with the L ouisiana L ocal Government Budget Act, R.S. 39:1301 et seq.

E. Revenues. (1) Subject totheapproval of the governing authority of

St. Martinville and district electors as provided in Paragraph (4) of this

Subsection, thedistrict may levy an ad valorem tax not exceeding ten millsfor

such number of year sasmay beprovided in theproposition authorizingitslevy

for thepurposeof planning, constr ucting, acquiring, oper ating, or maintaining

publicfacilities contemplated by theredevelopment plan and for the operating

expenses of thedistrict.

(2) Subject totheapproval of thegoverning authority of St. Martinville

and district e ectorsasprovided in Par agr aph (4) of thisSubsection, thedistrict

may issue general obligation bonds in accordance with the provisions of R.S.

39:551 et seq., for the purpose of constructing, acquiring, or improving any

work of public improvement contemplated by the redevelopment plan. As

provided by Article VI, Section 33 of the Constitution of L ouisiana, the bonds

shall have pledged thereto the full faith and credit of the district, and the

district shall levy and collect taxes on all property subject to taxation in the

district sufficient to pay the bondsin principal, interest, and premium, if any,

as the same become due and payable.

(3) _Any ad valorem tax levied by the district, including taxes levied

under Paragraph (1) of this Subsection or levied to provide for payment of

bonds authorized under Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, being special ad

valor em taxes, shall be subject to homestead exemption as provided by Article

V11, Section 20 of the Constitution of L ouisiana.

(4) No ad valorem tax may belevied under the provisions of Par agr aph

(1) of this Subsection nor may any bonds be issued under the provisions of

Par agr aph (2) of this Subsection unlessauthorized by amajority of theelectors
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of thedistrict who vote at an election held for that purposein accor dance with

the applicable provisions of the Louisiana Election Code. The governing

authority of the city of St. Martinville shall call any such election.

(5) Anytaxlevied under authority of this Subsection shall bein addition

toall other taxeswhich other political subdivisionsin St. Martin Parish arenow

or hereafter may be authorized by law to levy and collect. All services and

programsto beprovided from the proceeds of thetax shall bein addition tothe

services and programs which are otherwise provided by other governing

authorities.

F. Thedistrict shall be authorized to enter into agreements with any

person or persons, public or private, providing for contributions or payments

towards the cost of financing public facilities in the district. The district is

hereby authorized to issue bonds secur ed wholly or partly by the revenues of

such agreements and wholly or partly by other revenuesthat may bereceived,

from timetotime, by thedistrict provided thebonds ar eauthorized and issued

in the manner provided by R.S. 39:1011 et seq.

G. Thefinancial recordsof thedistrict shall be audited pursuant to the

provisions of R.S. 24:513.

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legidlative instrument, were prepared by James Benton.

DIGEST

Proposed law creates the St. Martinville Downtown Development District in the parish of
St. Martin. Provides for the districts boundaries.

Proposed law provides that the district shall be governed by a seven member board of
commissioners. Provides that the board shall be composed as follows:

@
(b)
(©

(d)

The governing authority of St. Martinville shall appoint three members.
The mayor of St. Martinville shall appoint one member.

Thestaterepresentativefor the House of Representativesdistrict which encompasses
all or the greater portion of the area of the district shall appoint one member.

The state senator for the Senate district encompassing all or the greater portion of the
area of the district shall appoint one member.
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(e The parish president of St. Martin Parish shall appoint one member.

Proposed law requires the board to elect from its number a chairman, avice chairman, a
treasurer, and such other officersasit may deem appropriate. Providesthat board shall adopt
bylaws and shall keep a record of its resolutions, transactions, studies, findings, and
determinations.

Proposed law provides that the board shall formulate a redevelopment plan or plansfor the
district and submit any plan to the governing authority of St. Martinville for review. The
board shall formulate a program or programs to implement any redevel opment plan. Such
a program shall implement the various plans in such a manner as to aid and encourage
private development of the area and to promote and coordinate public development. In
formulating such a program, the board may conduct studies and may consult with all
departmentsof thecity of St. Martinvilleand other public or private agenciesconcerned with
matters affecting or affected by the program.

Proposed law provides that the district may employ or contract with engineers, architects,
attorneys, underwriters, and other professionals necessary for the financing and
implementation of the construction, renovation, maintenance, or operation of facilities
described in the redevelopment plan and may contract in accordance with law for the
construction, renovation, maintenance, or operation of the facilities.

Proposed law providesthat the board shall prepare each year an annual budget in accordance
with the Louisiana Local Government Budget Act.

Proposed law provides that the district may, subject to approval by the governing authority
and electors of St. Martinville, levy an ad valorem tax not exceeding ten mills for such
number of years as may be provided in the proposition authorizing its levy for the purpose
of planning, constructing, acquiring, operating, or maintaining publicfacilitiescontempl ated
by the redevelopment plan and for the operating expenses of the district.

Proposed law provides that the district may, subject to approval by the governing authority
and electors of St. Martinville issue general obligation bonds in accordance with the
provisions of present law for the purpose of constructing, acquiring, or improving any work
of public improvement contemplated by the redevelopment plan. As provided by the
Constitution of L ouisiana, the bonds shall have pledged thereto the full faith and credit of
the district, and the district shall levy and collect taxes on all property subject to taxationin
thedistrict sufficient to pay the bondsin principal, interest, and premium, if any, asthe same
become due and payable.

Proposed law providesthat any tax levied shall be in addition to all other taxes which other
political subdivisionsin St. Martin Parish are now or hereafter may be authorized by law to
levy and collect. All servicesand programsto be provided from the proceeds of thetax shall
bein additionto the services and programswhich are otherwise provided by other governing
authorities.

Proposed law providesthat the district shall be authorized to enter into agreementswith any
person or persons, public or private, providing for contributions or payments towards the
cost of financing public facilitiesin the district. The district is hereby authorized to issue
bonds secured wholly or partly by the revenues of such agreements and wholly or partly by
other revenues that may be received, from time to time, by the district provided the bonds
are authorized and issued in the manner provided by present law.

Page 6 of 7
Coding: Words which are strauek-throtgh are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and under scored are additions.




SLS11RS-99 ORIGINAL
SB NO. 118

Proposed law provides that the financial records of the district shall be subject to audit by
the legidative auditor.

Effective August 15, 2011.

(Adds R.S. 33:2740.40)
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